
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BISMARCK, ND October 2020 
  

 

 
 

1200 E Highland Acres Rd  ~  701-223-2915  ~  bisucc@midconetwork.com  ~  www.uccbismarck.org  ~  Like us on Facebook 

October 2020 
 

   

A GLOBAL MINISTRY CHURCH  OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

One of my favorite seasons, Fall, is here!  I love the falling leaves, 
changing colors, and the reminder that what seems like an end is often 
only a beginning.  In our first year of life, had our complex reasoning and 
memory been developed enough, when we saw the leaves fall and the 
trees left bare, we might have thought that spring and summer would 
never come again.  In fact, we may still sometimes feel like that in the 
middle of winter.  However, years and decades of experience have taught 
us otherwise.  When the leaves fall and it starts to feel like an end, it is 
merely the start of a new season. 

With the start of October, comes the start of a new season at Bismarck 
UCC.  Sunday School, Confirmation, and our Fall programming will begin 
the week of October 4 and I like to think of this season as an extension of 
our opening worship song.  Our worship song begins with the words, “no 
matter who, no matter what” and our mindset for this year’s education 
classes is “no matter where, no matter when…faith development is 
taking place.” 

The pandemic has forced us to reevaluate how we empower each other 
to “grow in grace and knowledge of Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  In today’s 
churches, Sunday School typically only happens once a week, even 
though our faith is central to daily life, and Confirmation often ends up 
being a graduation from faith instead of a lifelong endeavor.  This year 
we are breaking away from what has become typical and responding to 
the pandemic by putting all of our efforts into creating and delivering a 
curriculum which encompasses our entire lives.  We will not have Sunday 
School on Sunday mornings.  Instead, monthly Faith-at-Home materials 
will be delivered or available for pick up from the church for families to 
use at home and to incorporate into your family’s daily routines.  These 
materials will be heavily focused on hands-on activities.  If you would like 
to receive monthly Faith-at-Home materials, and have not yet received a 
call from one of our teachers, please call the church office at 701-223-
2915 and we will schedule a drop-off or prepare materials for pick-up. 

 

No Matter Where, No Matter When 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Pastor 

 

United Church of Christ 
Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Worship with us every Sunday at 11:00 AM & Wednesday at 6:00 PM 
 

  

Worship In-Person & Online 
Sunday Worship Time: 11AM 

For October only, Sunday worship will 
be at 11am. Oct. 4 will be held inside 
and we will worship outside on the 
remaining Sundays if the temperature 
is above 50 degrees at 11am. 

Wednesdays at 6 PM 
Online only on Bismarck UCC’s Facebook 
page and uccbismarck.org/worship 
 

Daily Offerings 
Daily Devotionals LIVE on Facebook 
 

Weekly Connections 
Phone calls from CONNECTORS 

To have a “connector” call you on a 
regular basis, please contact the 
church office at 701-223-2915 

Friday Bible Study 
Meets every Friday at 8:30 AM 
via Zoom 

Sunday Fellowship 
Outside in the church parking lot 

 

Monthly Connections 
Virtual Knitting/Quilting 
 October 13th and 27th at 2 PM 

Mayflower Circle 
 October 8th at 12 Noon 

Faith at Home Sunday School 
 Available every month 
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“Where children, youth, and adults learn that God is love and 
all are welcome to freely explore spirituality in a safe and 
nurturing environment.” 
 

Confirmation began in September! This year’s Confirmands 
are Rayann Knoll, Eden Kraft, and Shaylee Weil. They are 
jumping into this first year of faith practices by reflecting on 
how they can more fully incorporate their faith into their daily 
lives. Everyone is invited to join them by reflecting on your 
typical week and naming a place where more prayer, Bible 
reading, listening, or devotion time is needed. We also ask 
that you hold our new Confirmands in your prayers as they 
discern whether or not to renew their Baptismal vows. 

 

 

Hello Everyone, 

It is hard to believe that we have 3 months left of this 2020 year. I look forward to the days that we all can 
enjoy our normal way of life.  

The Council had to make some more tough decisions as we are approaching the colder months of 2020. For 
the month of October, the Sunday church service will be moved to 11:00 A.M. The first Sunday of the month 
the service will be held indoors. The remaining Sundays throughout October, the service will be held 
outdoors. If the temperature is below 50 degrees, we will move the service indoors. Masks are required at all 
indoor worship services and gatherings in the church. The Council will meet again in October to plan for 
November and December. These decisions are based on the safety of everyone and the wellbeing of our 
church. Our decision was based off the information we received from the ND Department of Health, CDC, 
and other health care specialists. 

The Church Council would like to thank everyone for their support. We appreciate the people streaming our 
church service as well as the people attending in-person. There are many congregation members who 
because of this pandemic have not attended in-person church service. The congregation misses their 
fellowship. Our church community prospers when we have fellowship. In these stressful times we need to 
support each other and maintain our spiritual health. One important way to find fellowship during these 
times is to engage in the activities of the church. I would encourage everyone to visit our website, our 
Facebook page, join a small group online, and/or connect with each other. If you are not receiving our 
weekly updated email blast, please call into the church office and asked to be added to this list.  

Again, we thank you for your support. Please be safe! God Bless! 

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that God 
is love and all are welcome to freely explore 
spirituality in a safe and nurturing environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our church 
family – which is the loving family we all deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and challenge 
us to be caring and compassionate to all – in our 
church, community, and world, seeking 
opportunities to put our faith into action with 
courage to go beyond what we think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

 

Council Corner 
by Mike Stein, Moderator  

 

Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 
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Neighbors in Need Special Offering 
 by Jim Huncovsky, Stewardship & Mission Committee 

Bismarck United Church of Christ, along with most UCC congregations, 
will hold its annual Neighbors in Need special offering on Sunday, 
October 4th.  Neighbors in Need is one of the 5-for-5 offerings supported 
by the Bismarck UCC reflecting our caring and concern for others.  

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering that supports ministries 
of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One- third of 
the funds will support the Council for American Indian Ministry 
(CAIM). Two-thirds is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries 
to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct 
service projects. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities.  This year funds from Neighbors in Need have also 
supported churches heavily impacted by COVID-19. 

Your contributions may be made during our regular October 4 church 
service (to be held indoors at 11 a.m.). You may also choose to mail a 
check at any time to Bismarck UCC or make your contribution online 
through the Bismarck UCC web site.  Just put “NIN” in the memo! 

The Stewardship and Mission Committee extends its thanks for your 
continued support of Bismarck UCC, our mission and our communities. 
We look forward to your participation in the annual pledge drive that 
starts on November 1. Please stay tuned for more details to come in the 
following weeks.  

Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends! 
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long.                             

If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-2915. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-2915. 

 

01  Doug Klein 
02  Christina Prince 
02  Teresa Heupel 
03   Sally Ritz 
08   Jana Knoll 
12   Isabella McFerran 
14   Annelise Klein 
16   Zander Scheer 
 

18   Lilian Wilson 
19   Katie Mitchell 
19   Kay Royse 
20   Mark Clark 
23   Norra & Gemma Dobitz 
23   Rachel Patrie 
25   Cole Stockert 
28   Ryker Klein 
 

*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter 

Starting in October, church services 
will be held at 11 AM with fellowship 
following at 12 PM.  

October 4th ~ inside at 11 AM 

October 11th ~ outside at 11 AM 

October 18th – outside at 11 AM 

October 25th – outside at 11 AM 

Please Note 

If the temperature is below 50 
degrees at 11 AM, services 

 will move indoors. Masks are 
required indoors. Moderator Nominations 

A huge thank you to Mike Stein for his continued dedication to this 
church and his leadership! Mike’s term as Moderator will end in 
January 2021. Council is now accepting nominations for our next 
church Moderator. If you would like to nominate someone or would 
like to be considered for nomination, please contact a member of 
Council or Pastor Gretchen. 
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Deacon’s Greetings 
     by Harold Karch, Deacon’s Chair 

 
Greetings from the Board of Deacons, 
   We hope this letter finds you all in good health that you are able to stay 
connected with your church family. The Board of Deacons wishes to remind 
you that services in October will be outside at 11 AM, weather permitting of 
course. Please note the change in time! 
    Jack’s Food Pantry is still accepting food and other items at the church, but 
the items we bring to the church are distributed by the “Adopt the Block” 
program in Bismarck & Mandan. The food pantry is an important function of 
our Christian service to the less fortunate in our community. Please continue 
to support the food pantry.  
   “Connector” calls are also an important part of keeping us all connected. 
Please feel free to make suggestions and ask questions of your “Connector” 
caller.  

 
Thank you all,  
Carol Baber, Sandra Domagala, Harold Karch, Darlene Kinnischtzke, Loren 
Knoll, Murrae Kramer, and James Mandigo 

East Timor Education Fund        $   1,012 
Charles Hall Youth Services        $      269 
Our Church’s Wider Mission      $   7,325 
One Great Hour of Sharing         $      315 
Strengthen the Church              $        50 
Neighbors in Need               $        20 
The Christmas Fund              $  
Jack’s Food Pantry              $   2,576 
Total Shared Ministry               $ 11,567 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2020 

January 1 to September 30, 2020 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $     94,412   
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $       9,888 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $    106,884 
 

Total Revenue = $    104,300 
Total Expenses = $    106,884 
NET ACTIVITY = $     -2,584 

Ways to Support 
Bismarck UCC 

• Sponsor a Sunday. It’s easy to 
Sponsor a Sunday online. To 
get started, visit 
www.uccbismarck.org/donate. 
Sundays can also be sponsored 
by calling the church office at 
701-223-2915. Sponsorships 
are $500. October 4 and 18 are 
currently available for 
sponsorship. 

• Direct donation 
o Donate online 
o Mail a check 
o Donate in-person 

• Estate plans. Keep supporting 
Bismarck UCC for decades to 
come through planned giving. 

• Memorial Gifts. Donate in 
memory or honor of others. 

Primrose Ministries News 
   by Darcy Avery, Primrose Ministries Coordinator 

Dale Carmen provided services on Wednesday, Sept. 2nd and 30th. Members 
requested communion which was served on the 2nd. Services remain outside 
and weather has cooperated with us. Marcia Lerberg will serve on October 7th. 

If you are interested in volunteering for this service, Pastor Gretchen, Dale 
Carmen, Ken Trana and Marcia Lerberg are well qualified and happy to assist 
you. We do need more ministry volunteers, so we would appreciate your 
help.  Around 5 to 8 Primrose residents attend our half hour service. It is a 
close-knit little family.  The service includes preparing scripture, message and 
prayers. Communion is served the first Wednesday of the month. We sing a 
couple of hymns with Darcy playing keyboard.  You would be asked to serve 
approximately two or three times in 2021 with plenty of time to prepare. 
Contact one of us for more information. 

 

 

Daylight savings 
time will end on 
October 31, 2020. 
Please remember to 
turn your clocks 
back that evening 
and enjoy your extra 
hour of sleep. 

http://www.uccbismarck.org/donate
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Charles Hall Youth and Family Services (CHYFS) began in 1964 as a mission of the United Church of Christ.  
We have remained intertwined since then with the youth filling our halls with the sounds of drumming, the 
smell of roasting ham and bison raising funds during the Buffalo Supper, the chatter of CHYFS staff while 
they attend continuing education events in the church fellowship hall, the glow of the Christmas Tree as 
church members take tags and purchase Christmas gifts for CHYFS youth, and, this year, tables filled with 
themed baskets for the Silent Auction to support our youth like Anne and so many others.  Thank you for 
being a part of this transformative church community and your support of Charles Hall Youth and Family 
Services!  Together we are making a difference. 

Just one story out of many… 

This letter is a reflection and recollection of the time I spent 
in Charles Hall Youth and Family Services’ Case Home. I 
entered Case Home in October 2011 when I was 14 years 
old. CHYFS would be my second group home placement. 
Throughout my youth, I’d been placed in many facilities 
throughout the state and beyond. Of all those placements, 
CHYFS sticks with me the most. I came in very stubborn 
with these absurd thoughts of never changing and 
continuing on my life cycle of chaos. However, during my 
time there I gained so much wealth in knowledge and power.  

The staff at Case Home were more than great. Along with the extensive groups, CHYFS provided the youth 
with a massive amount of real-life knowledge. By that, I mean that I was able to apply these teachings to my 
life rather than just read about them in a book in the hypothetical sense. I grew a lot during my time at Case 
Home. After some time there, I was able to have a voice and self-advocate for myself and other youth at 
CHYFS. This was something I had always struggled with and now I finally had that power to speak up for 
myself, my needs, and so much more.  
 

Leadership is another asset CHYFS instilled in me. I’m not sure if they still supply the youth with MP3 players, 
but I was the one that took the initiative to start a petition throughout all the houses for music supply because 
it was (and still is) one of my major coping skills. I was very proud of that because at that time I realized how 
much CHYFS had brought a good change in my person. Rather than sneaking an iPod into the home, I was 
able to not only advocate for myself, but for everyone else who was feeling that their needs weren’t being 
met. I enjoyed being responsible, honest, and respectful, all of which was taught to me.  
 

During my 6 months stay, I learned how to live, not just survive. I truly do appreciate CHYFS and the staff 
there for everything they continue to do for the youth. I know they will have a profound effect on others much 
like they did me.  
 

After some trial and error and a few more placements, I finally was able to achieve my goals of being a first 
in my family to graduate high school. I also pursued my military dreams and joined the Army and enlisted in 
the National Guard. I’m now 23 years old and reside within my home community on the Ft. Berthold 
Reservation. I have a 7-month-old daughter and work a full-time job as the Station Manager for our nation’s 
radio station. I’m very proud of where I am at today and work hard to keep moving forward on a good path in 
life.  
 

I am very pleased to share my story with you. Thank you for your time. 
 

Anne Morsette 

 

 

Charles Hall Youth and Family Services Testimonial 

For more information on Charles Hall Youth and Family Services 
 please visit their website at https://www.charleshallnd.org  

or contact them at (701) 255-2773. 
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Ministry & Fellowship Groups 
 

   Mayflower Circle 
This women’s fellowship group meets every 
second Thursday of the month at noon. 
Mayflower Circle leads various ministries 
throughout the year including funeral 
luncheons, annual rummage sale, numerous 
fundraisers, and others. Join us this month on 
Thursday, Oct. 8th at noon via Zoom. 

 

Knitting Group & 
   Threads of Love 
During the pandemic, our knitting and quilting 
groups are meeting virtually using Zoom. This 
month’s gatherings are on Oct. 13th & 27th at 2 
pm. Contact the church office for the Zoom link. 

 

   Primrose Worship Team 
Have a passion for serving those in care centers?  
This team preaches and leads worship services at 
Primrose Retirement Community on College Dr 
at 12:30pm on various Wednesdays throughout 
the year. Talk with Darcy Avery with interest in 
joining this group of worship leaders. 

 

   UCC Choir 
– Craig DeVos, Choir Director 
 

Starting in October, the choir is taking a new 
format. All choir members and interested 
individuals are invited to work with Craig Devo 
to prepare a solo or recording for Sunday or 

Wednesday worship services. 

 

October 25, 2020 
In Memory of Libby Mettler 
 

Mark and Camille Grothier are 
sponsoring a worship service in 
Libby’s memory. They heartily 
invite you to also thank someone 
living in this world or the next by 
doing the same.  God Bless!! 

 

I don’t know how many times I’ve 
heard the expression “…and a  

child shall lead them”.  I realize now that the ‘child’ is not 
always a little one, but anyone who we, as parents, call 
‘child’.  This was made clear to me when, many years ago, I 
asked our daughter, Libby, to dinner at Perkins.  She 
ordered her favorite, steak-medium well.  When our meal 
was delivered, the waiter uttered that time-worn phrase “is 
there anything else I can do for you” as he attempted to 
walk away.  Libby stopped him by saying “just a minute” 
and proceeded to cut her steak in two places before she told 
him “it’s OK, my steak is fine”.  If I could have captured that 
waiter’s look of incredulity for posterity, I sure would have—
it was priceless!  My daughter taught me at that moment in 
time the difference between assertive and aggressive. She 
expected her meal to be exactly as ordered and would 
accept nothing less without being unpleasant about it.   I will 
be forever grateful to her for that ‘lesson’. 

Thank you to our Sunday Sponsors 

 

 

 

October 11, 2020 
In Memory of Dr. Herbert Wilson 

 
Lilian Wilson is sponsoring 
this worship service in 
Herbert’s memory. 
 
Herbert and Lilian have been 
faithful worshipers at 
Bismarck UCC and faith pillars 
in many people’s lives. Doc 
Wilson, as he was known to  

many, touched people’s lives across North Dakota and 
the world through his work and generous spirit. 
Herbert died on June 1, 2020 and a private family 
funeral was held the following day. 
 
His family would like to invite anyone who was 
touched by Herbert’s life to virtually attend a 
community memorial service on Sunday, October 10 
at 2pm.  The service will be livestreamed from St. 
George’s Episcopal Church and the link to the 
livestream will be available on our Facebook page and 
emailed out via the weekly church email update.  If 
you do not currently receive the weekly email updates 
and would like to, please subscribe at: 
http://eepurl.com/dDAR75 

http://eepurl.com/dDAR75
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Children & Others Young at Heart 
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We Give a Huge Thank You 
 

A huge thank you to all the musicians who blessed 
our services with their talents this summer! Thank you to 
Joann Otterness, Jeanne Kolberg, and Pat Grantier for 
providing organ and piano for the indoor services. Thank you 
to the so many others who contributed to our outdoor 
services with voice, piano, guitar, and drum: Darcy Avery, 
Chris Lennon, Dave Augustadt, Maria Scheer, Katie Mitchell, 
Jane Thomson, Zayden Bartosh, Erin Glanville, Craig Devos, 
and Harold Karch. Your contributions were enjoyed and 
deeply appreciated.  

   Again, many thanks to you all! 

   Louise Zuern, Music Chair 

 
 

Ongoing Classes 
Friday Morning Bible Study 
This dedicated group meets every Friday 
at 8:30 am over Zoom for Bible study and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 
 
 

Sunday School 
We will begin our Faith-at-Home based 
Sunday School this month.  Materials will 
be delivered or you can pick them up at the 
church each month. 

 

Confirmation 
Contact Pastor Gretchen if you are 
interested in affirming your faith. 
 

Friday Morning Bible Study 
This dedicated group meets every Friday at 
8:30 am over Zoom for Bible study and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 
 
 

Sunday School 
We will begin our Faith-at-Home based Sunday 
School this month.  Materials will be delivered 
or you can pick them up at the church each 
month. 

 

Confirmation 
Contact Pastor Gretchen if you are interested 
in affirming your faith. This year’s 
Confirmation program has already begun. 
 

We currently have over 25 great baskets to choose from for our Charles Hall Fundraiser.  Thank You to all of 

you who donated baskets. No paddle necessary for this auction! Starting shortly before Oct. 11, you will be 
able to see the baskets on our website at www.uccbismarck.org/auction; and starting October 11th through 
the 25th you will be able to e-mail your bid to office@uccbismarck.org.  We will keep track of the bids as they 
come in along with updating all of you on the highest bids so that you can stay in the running for the basket 
you are hoping to take home. These would make fun prizes for you or great gifts for others.  You could start 
your holiday shopping all in one handy location while helping out Charles Hall Youth and Family Services. 

Just a few of the baskets we have: 

• ND Products (Candy Bars, Coffee, Bison Jerky, Syrup, Seasoning, Apple Butter, Honey, and more) 

• Dog Lovers VIP (Little Beggar Treat Jar, Grooming Mitt, Pet Towel, Treats and so much more) 

• S’Mores Basket (Blanket, Camp Forks, Flashlight, Smore’s Fixings, Hot Chocolate, Mugs and more) 

• Cat Lover’s Basket (Food, Treats, Toys, Litter Box Supplies and more) 

• Scrapbook Lover’s Basket (2 Albums, Stickers, Planning Pages, Paper, Templates and more) 

• Bath Time Basket (Bath Towels, Bath Gels, Bath Bombs, Blanket and more) 

• Movie Night Basket (Blanket, Amazon Gift Card, Netflix Gift Card, and Snacks)  

• Plant Lovers Basket (Watering Stick, Gourmet Popcorn, Beyond the Blooms Gift Card and more) 

 

Charles Hall Youth and Family Services Silent Auction 

   

file:///C:/Users/Ucc_Staff/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/IFGKFHAO/www.uccbismarck.org/auction
mailto:office@uccbismarck.org

