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Saturday, Sept. 18th 
8 AM – 3 PM 

 

Donations accepted starting 
 Sept. 12th, see details on page 7. 

 

Bismarck UCC is a resilient church. When people get sick, you genuinely 
want to hear how they are doing and what they need. When projects do 
not go as planned, you avoid placing blame and instead find humor in 
the situation or look for what to do better next time. When beloved 
church members die, you looking for ways to surround each other with 
love.  When someone is lonely, you call them or invite them to get out 
of the house. When a pandemic hits, you ask “how can we keep each 
other as safe as possible?” and then you mask up and socially distance 
even when you don’t like it. 
 

Developing resilience is a part of our faith journeys. The entire Bible is 
full of stories of resilience grounded in faith from the Israelites fleeing 
slavery to the disciples forming the early church. Resilience is that which 
allows us to adapt in the face of hardships. Not once does the Bible say 
that life will be easy, but even in the presence of hardships it invites us 
into joy and abundant life. The Bible invites us into resilience grounded 
in God. So what are a few things you can do to deepen your resilience 
and tap into abundant life even in the face of hardships? 
 

Prioritize Community – connect with other church members and 
friends. Make being a part of worship and small groups a regular part of 
your life. Resilience is formed in community, not in a vacuum. 
 

Honor Your Body – take care of the gift of flesh and blood that God 
gave to you and make space for others to care for their own bodies. Our 
bodies, minds, and souls often work hand-in-hand. 
 

Engage in Spiritual Practices – pray! It doesn’t matter how you pray. 
You can walk, run, skip, sit, hop, draw, sing, or do cartwheels and pray. 
But make time to reflect on life and where you have seen God at work. 
 

Serve Others – listening to others needs and serving takes us out of 
negative thinking and moves us into gratitude. Caring for others 
multiples hope in the world and in ourselves. 

Resilience in our Faith Journey 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Pastor 

 

United Church of Christ 
Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Worship with us every Sunday at 10:00 AM in-person or online. Masks required indoors. 
 

Fall Classes Begin  

   Sept. 12 – Sunday School 
   Sept. 15 – Wed. Bible Study 
           Caffeine & X-ianity 
   Sept. 19 – Confirmation 

See page 5 for details 

Do You Love Music? 

Choir and handbells will 
be starting again this fall, 

and we would love to 
have you join. 

See page 6 for  
more details. 
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“Where powerful messages inspire and challenge us to be 
caring and compassionate to all – in our church, community, 
and world…” 
 

Sometimes powerful messages inspire us in the sanctuary. 
Other times we are inspired to serve in the parking lot.  And 
that’s just what we did this past month when we invited the 
neighborhood to celebrate the lives of Dr. Herbert Wilson 
and Rev. Joel Sherer and honor Adopt-a-Block at the 
Highland Acres Block Party.  We had a great time enjoying 
food, antique cars, and each other’s company! 

 

 

 

  

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that God 
is love and all are welcome to freely explore 
spirituality in a safe and nurturing environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our church 
family – which is the loving family we all deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and challenge 
us to be caring and compassionate to all – in our 
church, community, and world, seeking 
opportunities to put our faith into action with 
courage to go beyond what we think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

 

Council Corner 
As a people of faith, we are called to be “good stewards” of the assets with which we have been entrusted. Good 
stewardship calls for financial planning and estate planning to ensure the financial security of our families and loved 
ones. We must also consider how we will provide for the church or ministry that we love and serve to secure its 
foundation and vitality for future generations. One way you can achieve these goals is through a Planned Gift. 

What is a Planned Gift? 

Planned gifts are planned for during the donor’s lifetime but not realized by the beneficiary until the donor’s death. 

A planned gift is an expression of you and your family’s values and commitment to Christian stewardship. A planned 
gift is an expression of you and your family’s values. It’s a way of saying that after your family and loved ones, these 
are the causes that matter most and providing for them is important to you. 

Planned gifts are a wonderful way to create a meaningful legacy for you and your family. A planned gift does not 
require great wealth. It is a win for you and a win for the church or ministry. 

There are several ways to structure your planned gift depending on your objectives. Some options include: 

• A bequest in your Will (No minimum) 

• A Charitable Gift Annuity (gift of $10,000+) 

• Structuring a Charitable Remainder Trust (gift of $50,000+) 

• Outright gifts of life insurance, an IRA, real estate or appreciated assets (No minimum) 

The most important aspects in structuring a Planned Gift is the opportunity to identify the cause and mission that 
matters most to you and the appropriate accumulated asset to use to fund your gift. United Church Funds can help 
you determine which gift best meets your personal, spiritual and financial objectives. 

 

by Mike Stein, Moderator  

 

Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 
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Neighbors in Need:  
    The next 5-for-5 offering 
                                     by: Pamela Clark-Stein, Stewardship and Mission Committee 

The Bismarck United Church of Christ has a long and rich history of 
helping others — reaching across the local community, across the 
country and across the world. Supporting the national ministries 
through Our Church’s Wider Mission and the five Special Mission 
Offerings is just one example of our collective caring and concern for 
others. 

One of the 5-for-5 offerings, Neighbors in Need, is on deck for 
September. Your contribution to this special offering is dedicated to 
U.S. mission support and grant programs. This includes ministries of 
justice and compassion (including the Council for American Indian 
Ministries), advocacy work, and direct service projects supported by 
Justice and Local Church Ministries. 

Your Stewardship and Mission Committee invites you to join “hands and 
hearts” with us for the next special 5-fo-5 offering, Neighbors in Need.  

 

Thank You for 
Sponsoring a Sunday! 

August 15, 2021 – Happy Birthday Maria, Adler, & Judy! 

In celebration of August birthdays in Howard’s 
family. The birthdays include his daughter, Maria 
Scheer; his grandson, Adler Scheer; and his 
sister-in-law, Judy. 
 

Sponsored by Howard Etson 
Howard previously served as one of our Primrose 
Community ministers and sung in the church choir. 
We are blessed by Howard’s generous spirit and 
passion for ministry. 
 

September 5, 2021 – Happy Anniversary Tove & Evan! 

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary, Tove & Evan 
Mandigo! 

Sponsored by Tove & Evan Mandigo 
Evan serves on the Board of Trustees and is an 
advisor on church insurance matters to Bismarck 
UCC and the Northern Plains Conference. Tove 
currently serves on the Board of Christian 
Education, is a member of Mayflower Circle, and  
one of our regular knitters in Threads of Love. 

 
 

 

East Timor Education Fund        $      150 
Charles Hall Youth Services        $      100 
Our Church’s Wider Mission      $   1,692 
One Great Hour of Sharing         $   1,118 
Strengthen the Church              $      706 
Neighbors in Need               $        55 
The Christmas Fund              $  
Jack’s Food Pantry              $      740 
Total Shared Ministry               $   4,561 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2019 

January 1 to July 31, 2021 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $     90,160   
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $       3,317 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $     92,142 
 

Total Revenue = $     93,477 
Total Expenses = $     92,142 
NET ACTIVITY = $       1,335 

Church Records Update 
 

We have included a form in this 
newsletter for all church families 
to fill out in order to update our 
church records. You may fill the 
paper form out, and return to the 
church, or you may use the 
following link to fill the form out 
online: 
 
https://forms.gle/eCJkgu8RBTtCW
NuUA 

Thank you for helping us update 
our records! 

https://forms.gle/eCJkgu8RBTtCWNuUA
https://forms.gle/eCJkgu8RBTtCWNuUA
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 The church office will be closed on Monday, Sept.  6th.   
Have a safe Labor Day weekend! 

 

 

Primrose Ministry 
by: Camille Grothier 

 

It is a great privilege to be a member of the Pulpit 
Supply Team for our Primrose Ministry.  What a 
wonderful experience to share worship with these 
special people.  One of the my most surprising 
discoveries is the change that takes place during a 
Worship Experience.  It has long been my habit to be 
a ‘people watcher’.  The folks that gather together 
know one another well which is not surprising since 
they all call this facility “home”.  Before Worship 
begins, there is the chatter which is customary during 
that time.  As Worship begins, a change takes place 
and builds during our time together and is so strong, 
it is almost palpable.  It is often said the eyes are the 
windows of the soul and, over the years, I have found 
a great deal of truth in this.  The eyes of these lovely 
people tell a vibrant story of how their faith sustains 
them.  When scripture is read, or hymns sung, or a 
theme that is meaningful to them is preached, eyes 
are filled with peace and solace and gratitude to a 
Loving God. If I include a prayer concerning an 
incident or a current topic, it is not at all unusual after 
Worship for folks to share a similar circumstance in 
their lives.  Those shared stories are very precious to 
me since it brings us closer together and allows 
prayers to flow both ways.  It is a humbling 
experience to offer Worship for this group and I 
treasure my time with them.  God bless them and the 
entire Pulpit Supply team and Darcy who works so 
hard to make sure all goes well each and every time 
we are called to serve. 

 

Have you been enjoying this church family?  Are 
you interested in membership?  We have two 

upcoming dates for officially making Bismarck 
UCC your church home: September 26 and 

November 21.  Contact Pastor Gretchen to find 
out more on how to become a Bismarck UCC 

member. 

Join us for lunch! 

Walking Tacos 

Sunday, Sept. 12th @ 11 AM 

Fellowship Hall 

Free-will donation will be collected and go 
to the support of church school curriculum 

and supplies. 
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Sunday School Kick-off 

 Sunday, September 12th at 10:20 AM. 

Kids will join their families in the sanctuary at 10 AM, and 
after “Time with Children”, they will head to their 

classrooms with their teachers. 

Our amazing teachers this year are:  
Katie Mitchell & Autum Eisenbraun. 

At 11 AM on Sept. 12, we will have our  
Sunday School Kick-Off Luncheon  

in the Fellowship Hall! 

UCC Children & Youth 

Confirmation Class 
Information 

Classes begin on  
Sunday, Sept. 19th at 2 PM. 

Classes will be held every  
third Sunday from  

2 PM – 4 PM here at UCC. 

The next class date is Oct. 17th 

 

 

 
Caffeine & X-ianity 

 

Calling all youth, 6th grade and up!  
Join us on  

Wednesdays from 3:30 – 4:30 PM  
at Bismarck UCC. 

Teachers for this hour 
 of discussion are: 

Rev. Gretchen Deeg & Dave Baber 
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     UCC Choir 
This fall, we will be bringing back the choir in small 
groups (2-4 singers) with masks and social distancing.  
We will not need to sing every Sunday, but can sing when 
we feel we are ready. Our groups could all sing a single 
melody, 2-part music, or even more parts if you would 
like. Our first choir gathering will be on Wednesday after 
Labor Day, September 8, at 7:00 PM to make a plan for 
the choir members to share their talents once again with 
the congregation. As always, we will have ice cream! 
Anyone interested in singing is welcome to join the fun. 
See you soon.  For more info, please contact choir 
director Craig Devos at 701-226-3860. 
 

    Handbell Choir 
Let’s ring in a new season!  We are looking for 6 – 8 people 
to have fun making handbell music together. Please sign 
up on the list in the Fellowship Hall, or contact the church 
office at 223-2915. 

 

Friday Morning Bible Study 
This dedicated group meets every Friday at 
8:30 am in the church library for Bible study 
and fellowship. All are welcome. 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
Dive into the literary and historical context of 
the Bible. We’ll be starting with Jeremiah. 
Every Wednesday from 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
Teacher: Rev. Gretchen Deeg 
Starts Sept. 15th  
 

Sunday School 
For age 2 through 6th grade.  Every Sunday 
after "Time with Children" in Worship, the kids 
are invited to Sunday School class. 
Teachers: Katie Mitchell & Autum Eisenbruan 
Starts Sept. 12th 
 

Faith-at-Home 
Designed for families with children age 2 to 6th 
grade. Available for pick up or drop off one 
month at a time. Contact the church office if 
you would like a Faith-at-Home packet for your 
family. Starts in October. 
 

Confirmation 
Youth 7th grade and up 
3rd Sunday of every month from 2pm to 4pm 
Teachers: Carly Retterrath, Dave Baber, and 
Rev. Gretchen Deeg 
Starts Sept. 19th 
 

Caffeine & X-ianity  
Youth 6th grade and up 
Every Wednesday from 3:30pm to 4:30pm 
At Bismarck UCC (note the new location) 
Teachers: Dave Baber & Rev. Gretchen Deeg 
Starts Sept. 15th  

 

 Classes 
 

Ministry & Fellowship Groups 

     Mayflower Circle 
This women’s fellowship group meets every 
second Thursday of the month at noon. 
Mayflower Circle leads various ministries 
throughout the year including funeral luncheons, 
annual rummage sale, numerous fundraisers, and 
others. Join us this month on Thursday, 
September 9th at noon in our Fellowship Hall. 

      Primrose Worship Team 
Have a passion for serving those in care centers? This 
team preaches and leads worship services at Primrose 
Retirement Community on College Dr on various 
Wednesdays throughout the year. Talk with Darcy Avery 
if interested in joining this group of worship leaders. 

    Knitting Group & Threads of Love 
Knit, purl, tell stories and have a great time with 
this group of knitters, quilters and crafters. This 
group meets on Tuesdays at 2 PM. This month’s 
meetings will be Sept. 14th & 28th in-person in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
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14   Eden Kraft 
23   Maria Roll-Schlecht 
26   Chad Akovenko 
27   Pam Smokey 
30   Ruby Jackson 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

02  Sue Pearson 
03   Mary Knutson 
09  Michael Schmidt 
09   Maiah McCowen 
13   Denyka Sauer 
13  Susan Stockert 
 

 
 

 
 

 

*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter 

Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends! 
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                              
If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-
2915. 

 

RUMMAGE!!  RUMMAGE!!  RUMMAGE!! 
OK….so the Delta variant is rearing its ugly head but your ever vigilant Mayflower Circle is ready to do battle 
with that miserable little bug.  Our plans have to be modified a bit, but we are still planning on having one big 
wing-ding of a sale. 

Masks will be mandatory for anyone who wants to enter the church to do some serious searching for 
surprising treasures.  They will be available either outside the entry doors or just inside the entry doors.  A 
Mayflower member will be there to offer hand sanitizer and masks to anyone who has forgotten their own.    

We will be ready to accept your wonderful donations on September 12 with the Rummage Sale date set on 
September 18.  We will be able to accept almost anything with the following exceptions:  

NO clothing other than size 5 or under 
NO exercise equipment 
NO electronics. 

Our church family has always been ready, willing, and able to help us make 
this fundraiser a huge success and I just know we will all rise to the challenge 
again this year.  It is so much fun to see what shows up on our tables…..so let’s 
all get ready, and set and go for this fun filled event!!! 
 

Northern Plains Conference  
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 

10 AM – 3 PM 

Camp of the Cross 
Garrison, ND 

The meeting will be offered in-person and online for the convenience 
 of everyone who may want to participate.  If you would like to be a delegate of Bismarck UCC, 

please contact the church office or Pastor Gretchen. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
 
  
 
 
  
 

  1 
 
 
 
6pm Online Worship 

2 
 

3 

 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

4 

 

5 

10am Worship & 

Communion 

     (inside & online) 

11am Fellowship 

12pm Online Fellowship 

 

6 
 
CHURCH CLOSED 
Labor Day 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 
6pm Online Worship 
 
7pm Choir Practice 

9 
 
12pm Mayflower Circle 
 
 
6pm Safe Church  
         Training 
 

10 

 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

 

11 

12 
10am Worship 

       (inside & online) 

10:20am Sunday School 
11am Luncheon 
12pm Online Fellowship 
 

13 
 

 
 
 
 

14 
 
2pm Quilting/Knitting 
 
6pm Trustees 

15 
 
 
 
3:30pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
 
6:30pm Bible Study 
 

16 
 

17 

 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

18 

 

8am Mayflower  

   Circle Rummage 

   Sale 

19 
10am Worship 

     (inside & online) 

10:20am Sunday School 

11am Fellowship 
12pm Online Fellowship 
2pm Confirmation 

20 
 

 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 
3:30pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
 
6:30pm Bible Study 

23 
 

24 

 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

 

 

25 

 

26 
New Member Sunday 
10am Worship 

      (inside & online) 

10:20am Sunday School 

11am Fellowship 
12pm Online Fellowship 

27 
 

28 
 
2pm Quilting/knitting  
 
 

29 
 
 
 
3:30pm Caffeine & X-ianity 
 
6:30pm Bible Study 

30   

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“A Global Ministry Church” 
www.uccbismarck.org 

Pastor Gretchen on Vacation  

Pastor Gretchen on Vacation 


