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Abundance…Now What? 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Senior Pastor 

 Near the end of the gospel of John, before the disciples recognize the risen 
Christ, Jesus finds the disciples unsuccessfully fishing and says to them, “Cast 
the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 
and the net is so full of fish that they are not able to haul it into the boat! 
(John 21:6) I’ve wondered what the disciples did with all those extra fish after 
they finished having breakfast with Jesus. There is no way that they ate a 
fishing boat full of fish! And they didn’t throw the fish back, because the 
gospel says that the disciples dragged the overfilled net to the shore and 
were amazed that the net held. 
 
The abundance itself shocked the disciples into recognizing Jesus, but 
immediately after they eat, Jesus tells the disciples to “feed my lambs,” 
“tend my sheep,” and “feed my sheep.” Abundance came to the disciples 
and, in the same act, the disciples are called to serve others. I wonder if they 
began their new lives of service by taking Jesus at his word and literally gave 
the fish away or sold them to feed others. Abundance is not meant to be held 
onto, but shared. 
 
Despite the fact that we are in and coming out of a pandemic, some of us are 
experiencing abundance in the midst lack. A third round of stimulus checks 
are on their way and very much needed by many. However, others have 
struggled with what to do with the extra money. The net has come back full 
and you already have all that you need. In these times, the question Christ 
asks us is how can you feed and tend to others? 
 
Some of you need the stimulus money and I encourage you to use it to meet 
your needs. Others of you don’t need it and I encourage you to donate it. 
Even if you do not need it, many people and organizations do. Jack’s Food 
Pantry would use the money to purchase items like diapers and personal care 
products that people often aren’t able to afford, Charles Hall Youth & Family 
Services would use it to reimagine the future of CHYFS, Bismarck UCC would 
use it to continue to be a transformative force in people’s lives and update 
how we connect with individuals and families online, on TV, and in-person.  It 
may not be a lot of money to some of you, but $1,400 or whatever amount 
you don’t need, means a great deal to organizations dedicated to service. 

United Church of Christ 

Worship on Sundays @ 10 AM (in-person & online) and Wednesdays at 6 PM (online) 

Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Holy Week 2021 

Holy Wednesday – March 31 
6 PM online 

Maundy Thursday – April 1 
6 pm in-person & online 

Easter Sunday – April 4 
7 AM Sunrise Service 

in-person on lawn of    
Primrose 

10 AM Easter Worship 
      in-person & online at UCC 

April 5th – Easter Monday 

Church Closed 

Announcements: 

Wednesday Bible Study  
 Starts April 7th @ 6:30 pm 

    (see page 5 for details) 

Spring Clean Up 
Saturday, May 1st from 9 – 11 am 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BISMARCK, ND | APRIL 2020        2 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Hello Everyone, 

It is hard to believe we are entering into the 4th month of 2021. It has now been a full year that we have been 
affected by this pandemic. Many of our congregation members are now fully vaccinated. We are now seeing 
the city come alive again. 

The number one topic for our March Council meeting was to what extent do we open the church. We 
discussed the State Health Department’s new guidelines. We discussed the reopening of the city. We 
discussed the new variant strains that are affecting the countryside. All these items and more we take in 
consideration before we make an actual decision. Our deepest concern is the health of our congregation 
members. It was decided that we gradually make the change of opening the church. We agreed that we still 
need to social distance and we still need to wear a mask. We did decide that the congregation can join the 
organist and sing. The Fellowship Hall will be open. We will not be serving coffee and food. If you want to stay 
and visit versus standing outside in the elements you are welcomed to do so. In fact, we encourage everyone, 
instead of standing in the foyer, to please move into Fellowship Hall. 

We will continue to monitor the situation. As the Covid numbers decrease and as the State Health 
Department loosens their guidelines, we will continue to open the church. I believe I wrote in our newsletter 
last summer that we need to throw a big party once we get through this pandemic. 

I am looking forward to a very good year. The nursing homes are gradually opening. Spring is here! We can 
spend more time outside.  Take care & God Bless!  

 

“Where children, youth, and adults learn that God is love 
and all are welcome to freely explore spirituality in a safe 
and nurturing environment.” 
 

Last month our Confirmands continued practicing new 
spiritual practices and explored church history. People of all 
ages are welcome to join our Confirmands on their faith 
journey by engaging in daily spiritual practices and holding our 
youth in your prayers. 

Council Corner 
by Mike Stein, Moderator  

Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that 
God is love and all are welcome to freely 
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our 
church family – which is the loving family we all 
deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and 
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to 
all – in our church, community, and world, 
seeking opportunities to put our faith into 
action with courage to go beyond what we 
think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God  
and live in today’s world. 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 
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FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2019 

January 1 to February 28, 2021 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $  25,313 
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $        927 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $  19,143 
 

Total Revenue = $  26,240 
Total Expenses = $  19,143 
NET ACTIVITY = $    7,097 

 Featured Families 

East Timor Education Fund $                
Charles Hall Youth Services $  100  
Our Church’s Wider Mission $  535 
One Great Hour of Sharing $  415 
Strengthen the Church  $   
Neighbors in Need   $ 
CROP Walk   $ 
The Christmas Fund  $        
Total Shared Ministry  $1,050  
 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
9 AM – 1 PM 

 

Carly, Keenan, and Lauren 
Retterath 

 

The biggest highlight of the 
last year was being able to 
spend so much time together 
during Lauren’s first year. I 
know as a working mom in a 
“normal” year I would not 
have had the opportunity to  

spend nearly as much quality time with her. 
 

Lauren is now walking and talking up a storm. It is amazing how quickly she 
changes. Just this December we bought a new house which has been a great 
new adventure for our family. We are loving the new space. Like many of 
you we are looking forward to a year filled with a little more travel and time 
with family. 
 

Throughout this pandemic technology such as FaceTime and Zoom have 
really helped us to feel connected to our loved ones we could not see. In 
addition, getting outside as much as possible as helped our family to stay 
both physically and mentally healthy. Like anything in life we are trying to 
take the good in all of the craziness the past year has brought us. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all when it is safe and hoping you are all 
staying healthy and happy! 

 

Do you have an interest in 
technology? We could use your 

help on Sunday mornings 
helping us stream the 

service…all training will be 
provided. 

Enjoy Reading? We are always 
looking for readers to assist with 

liturgy on Sunday mornings! 

Contact the office at 223-2915 or 
0ffice@uccbismarck.org 

David, Amber, Sofia, & 
Stella Augustadt 

While 2020 was an unusual 
year—to say the least— 
and not without bumps in the 
road or a little tension with 
so much ‘togetherness,’ we are 
grateful for the opportunity to 
have had significant time with 
the four of us. The pandemic 
provided time for us to slow down, not be tied to busy activity 
calendars/commitments, and just focus on each other. Children grow up so 
fast and we feel fortunate to have had that extra time with our girls. One of 
the biggest highlights of our year was the arrival of our youngest nephew, 
Hans, in May 2020.  
 

We would like to thank the congregation for its flexibility and adaptability 
throughout the pandemic. A special thank you goes out to Christian 
Education and the work you have put in to the Faith at Home kits each 
month! The value in action of “no matter who, no matter what” is 
foundational to how we want to raise our children. Thank you, Bismarck 
UCC, for being our church family and church home. 
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Matching Grant Received! 
by Pamela Clark-Stein, Stewardship & Mission chair 

We have good news to share! The grant application we submitted to the 
Northern Plains Conference of the United Church of Christ has been 
approved — and we raised the matching funds for the required match.  
 

Last month I reported that our committee was exploring a matching grant 
opportunity through the Northern Plains Conference. Up to $500 per 
church is available through Easter, to use in showing support for frontline 
workers as the fight against COVID-19 continues. These matching grants 
may be used for an act of kindness for a particular group either as a one-
time event or a recurring project.  
 

Our committee chose educators as most worthy of support and recognition 
for their exemplary dedication and sacrifices during the pandemic. We’re 
excited to team up with North Dakota United, an organization created by 
the merger of the N.D. Education Association and the N.D. Public 
Employees Association, to support its Everyday SuperHeroes initiative. To 
learn more about this, check out https://www.ndunited.org/heroes/. 
 

If you’d like to contribute to the Everyday SuperHeroes initiative, please 
feel welcome to send your contribution to the church office within the next 
few weeks. Checks may be made payable to Bismarck-Mandan UCC. Be 
sure to include a note in the memo section of your check for “Everyday 
SuperHeroes.” Your participation is a great way to celebrate the Everyday 
SuperHeroes. 

  

  

 

  

  

Ongoing Classes 
Friday Morning Bible Study 
A group for the early risers!  This 
dedicated group meets every Friday at 
8:30 AM on Zoom for Bible study and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
This group will meet in person and 
online on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 
starting April 7, 2021. See page 5 for more 

details. 
 

Faith-at-Home for Children & Youth 
Packets are prepared and ready for you 
and your family to continue faith 
education in the comfort of your own 
home. If you are not participating and 
would like to, please contact the church 
office at 701.223.2915. 

 
 

Want to join via Zoom? Contact the 
church office at 223-2915. 
 

Deacon’s Update   by Camille Grothier, chair 

We are so fortunate to have a talented team on this Board. At our March 
meeting, we briefly reviewed our responsibilities and made sure all bases 
are adequately covered.  We are grateful to Lonna Augustadt for enlisting 
Liturgists and Livestream experts for Sunday Worship. 
 

Jack’s Food Pantry donations are currently given to Adopt-A-Block to 
make food distribution more accessible to more people.  We thank the 
Congregation for being so generous with donations and ask for continued 
support in the future since hunger in our community is constantly growing.  
Jack’s Place Food Pantry will continue to donate to Adopt-A-Block when 
the Pandemic is no longer an issue.  Hungry people are always with us and 
feeding the hungry is a strong commitment our Church Family has made 
since our beginning. 
 

Maundy Thursday and Easter Services will provide both in-person and 
online streaming.  We are reminded this Board is dedicated to service and 
invite comments or suggestions from our Church Family. 

If you are interested in taking part 
in this Special General Synod along 
with Pastor Gretchen, please visit 

their website for more information. 

http://generalsynod.org/ 

  

A SPECIAL VIRTUAL 
GENERAL SYNOD 33 

Join us July 11 – 18, 2021 

Registration opens on  
May 1, 2021. 

Primrose Ministries News 
by Darcy Avery, Coordinator 

March 3: Dale Carmen provided the service on "Drama of the First Passover 
Meal and Jesus' Last Passover Meal." Communion was very meaningful 
and complemented the lesson. March 31: Darcy Avery will lead a service on 
the Holy Week Symbols. April 7: Ken Trana will lead worship. Darcy leads 
the music. On Easter Sunday, April 4, the 7 AM Sunrise UCC service will be 
held on the lawn of Primrose.   Everyone is welcome. 

 

https://www.ndunited.org/heroes/
https://www.generalsynod.org/


UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BISMARCK, ND | APRIL 2020        5 

   

   Mayflower Circle 
This women’s fellowship group meets 
every second Thursday of the month 
(Sept. – May) at noon on Zoom. Join us 
this month on Thursday, April 8th at 
Noon. 

 

   Knitting Group & 
 Threads of Love 
Knit, purl, tell stories, and have a great 
time with this group of knitters, 
quilters, and crafters. This group meets 
on Tuesdays at 2 PM. This month’s 
meetings will be April 13th & 27th. 

 

   Primrose Worship Team 
Have a passion for serving those in 
care centers?  This team preaches and 
leads worship services at Primrose 
Retirement Community on College Dr 
on various Wednesdays throughout 
the year. Talk with Darcy Avery with 
interest in joining this group of worship 
leaders. 

Ministry & 
Fellowship Groups 

Easter Flowers 
As we celebrate the resurrection of Christ, we remember all those 
who taught and continue to give us glimpses into the beauty of life 
and love.  Thank you to the following people for ordering Easter 
Flowers and helping to transform our sanctuary on Easter morning. 
 
In Memory of Donna Doll, Keith Kruger, & Mike Krebs 
by Kirby & JoAnn Kruger 
 

In Memory of Doris Lydeen 
by Jerry Lydeen 
 

In Honor of Her Family and Our Church Family 
by Camille Grothier 
 

In Honor of Our Parents 
by Bill and Marcia Patrie 
 

In Memory of Roger Reule 
by Doretta Reule 
 

Explore the writings and prophecies of the most popular Old Testament 
prophet, Isaiah, as we restart our mid-week evening Bible Study.  Whether you 
are looking to continue your walk through the Bible or you have never 
attended a Bible Study before, you are welcome to join us!  Each class includes 
a look at the historical and cultural context of the scripture, videos, discussion, 
and an exploration of how the reading fits into the larger faith story.  Led by 
Rev. Gretchen Deeg, pastor of Bismarck UCC, and John Sauter, Masters of 
Divinity from Luther Seminary and lover of history.  Classes begin in-person 
and on Zoom on Wednesday, April 7 at 6:30 PM. 

Reading & Class Schedule:  Please complete the reading before class date. 
April 7:  Isaiah 1-12  May 5:  Isaiah 49-55 
April 14: Isaiah 13-27  May 12:  Isaiah 56-66 
April 21: Isaiah 28-39  May 19:  Festival of Homiletics 
April 28: Isaiah 40-48 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” – Isaiah 9:6 

 

Spring has sprung and it is time to 
wash away the winter. Join us in 
making quick work of the projects 
that need to be done. This is a 
great way to give back, and see 
friends you may have been 
missing. 

Saturday, May 1st 

9 AM – 11 AM 
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 Youth News 

Vacation Bible School 
We are excited to announce that VBS will be back 

this year, and we hope to see all of you there. 

Stay tuned for more details!! 

Empty Tomb Roll 
Symbolism of Empty Tomb Rolls: 

• Large Marshmallows  
– body of Jesus 

• Crescent Roll  
– the wrapping of Jesus’ 
 body or the tomb. 

• Melted Butter  
– oils of embalming 

• Cinnamon and Sugar Mix 
- spices used to anoint  
Christ’s body. 

• Oven – the tomb 
• Cavity in bun – the empty tomb or the empty 

cloths 
 

INGREDIENTS 
• 1 (8 ounce or 12 ounce) package refrigerated 

crescent rolls (the bigger size makes it a little 
easier to wrap around the marshmallow) 

• 1/4 cup sugar 
• 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
• 8 large marshmallows 
• 1/4 cup butter, melted 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Separate rolls into eight triangles. 

Combine sugar and cinnamon. Dip each 
marshmallow into butter, roll in cinnamon-
sugar and place on a triangle. Pinch dough 
around marshmallow, sealing all edges. 
Make sure to seal well or all the 
marshmallow will escape. 

2. Dip tops of dough into remaining butter 
and cinnamon-sugar. Place with sugar side 
up in greased muffin cups. It helps to use 
jumbo muffin tins so that the juice doesn't 
overflow. 

3. Bake at 375 degrees for 10 to 15 minutes or 
until rolls are golden brown. Allow to cool 
slightly then eat warm. 
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March 28 
In Honor & Memory of Violet Karch 
In memory and honor of his high school sweetheart who went on to become his loving 
wife of 55 years before passing away in 2009. 

 

Sponsored by Harold Karch. Harold serves on the board of Deacons where he recently completed 
a term as board chair.  He participates in the church choir and Friday Bible Study. As a regular 

church volunteer, Harold assists in preparing the sanctuary for Sunday services. 

Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends! 
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long. 

 

 

                              
If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-
2915. 

 
 
 
 

April 4 
In honor of our daughter and son-in-law and our new friends at Bismarck UCC 
In honor of our daughter, Gretchen, and son-in-law, John, we’d like to sponsor Easter Sunday’s worship 
service. It was on an Easter morning that our daughter joined our family and we’ve been blessed ever 
since.  We enjoy ‘attending’ Bismarck UCC’s virtual services and fellowship times from Ohio and always look  

forward to Sunday ‘visits’ with our new friends from the Bismarck and Mandan area. 
 

Sponsored by Carol & Bernie Deeg. Bernie & Carol reside in Ohio and began regularly attending 
worship services and fellowship times with Bismarck UCC shortly after we began offering online 

opportunities. They are also active members of one of our sister UCC churches in Ohio. 
 

Contact the church office at 701-223-2915 or office@uccbismarck.org to sponsor an upcoming Sunday. 

March 7 
Sponsored in Honor of Delayne’s Birthday and the work of Pastor Gretchen 
For all the hard work and dedication to our UCC by Pastor Gretchen who kept us together 
through the pandemic.  And in celebration of my daughter, Delayne Ballard’s birthday on 
March 7! 

 

Sponsored by Lance Schreiner.  Lance recently joined the Stewardship Committee. His generous 
spirit and steady faith are a gift to this community of faith. His daughter, Delayne, is a NICU nurse 

in Minneapolis. She has been on the frontlines of COVID. 

02   Rachel McFerran 
04   Ken Royse 
05   Ty Balliet 
06   Brenna Jessen 
10   Peg Schemmel 
14   Tammie Robinson 
14   Allison Volk 

 

16   Sandra Domagala 
17   Myrna Detloff 
17   Allie VanderLaan 
18   Mesa Tollefson 
18   Krystal Sonnenberg 
23   Tanner Balliet 
25   Brandon Domagala 

 
*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter. 

Thank you for Sponsoring a Sunday! 

March 21 
Sponsored in memory of Dr. Herbert Wilson 
Dr. Wilson was an incredible force of love and transformation in this community of faith 
and the state of North Dakota. 

 

Sponsored by Jim and Sharon Moos.  Jim and Sharon are former members of Bismarck UCC. 
Jim served as a pastor of Bismarck UCC and currently serves as the Executive Director of Pension 

Board UCC’s Faith and Finance Ministries. 

mailto:office@uccbismarck.org

