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Happy New Year!  The start of a new year with the still long nights and 
cold winters are times for dreaming.  What are your dreams for 2021?  I 
imagine that they may be simpler than last year’s dreams – I know that 
I am dreaming of a world where there is less of a risk of transmitting a 
deadly virus to others.  At the start of 2020, I don’t think that was 
among my conscious dreams for the year.  However, this year, it is 
definitely at the top of my list. 
 

My other dreams include my hopes for the world that became clear to 
me when we first started wearing masks and shutting down sectors of 
our society last March.  I dream that we will come out of this pandemic 
as a kinder and more compassionate society.  I dream of a world where 
we are constantly mindful of our impact upon one another and upon 
the earth.  I dream of a world where distance continues to not matter 
as much as it did before and people can receive the support that they 
need no matter how far away they may be.  I dream that even more 
people will throw themselves into living the ways of Love regardless of 
the difficulties life presents. 
 

In many ways, 2020 revealed to us the best and worst parts of our 
society.  We saw beauty and connection and we saw ugliness and self-
absorption.  We also saw the best and worst parts of ourselves as stress 
stripped away the outer-layers of our lives and left us facing the inner 
workings of ourselves and those closest to us.  As we stand at the 
beginning of 2021, we get to decide again how we will respond to this 
year.  None of us can predict exactly what this new year will bring, but 
we do get to decide if we will traverse through it with the empathy we 
gained, the new tools of connection across great distances we learned, 
and the knowledge of ourselves and our loved ones that was revealed 
as we spent time at home together in 2020.  We always get to decide if 
we will follow in the footsteps of Christ and reflect the great love of 
God regardless of what life throws our way.  This is my dream for you. 

United Church of Christ 
Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Worship with us every Sunday at 10:00 AM     |    Bible Study:  Friday at 8:30 AM 
 

Annual Meeting – Jan. 31 
The meeting will take place after 
the Sunday worship at 11 am. 
Please see page 3 for complete 
details. 

 
New Year’s Day 
 Friday, Jan. 1, 2021 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
               Monday, Jan. 18, 2021 

Sunday Service Reminder 

January 3rd & 10th ~ online only  

Our Church Council will meet on 
January 11th and make a decision 
regarding in person services from 

that day forward based on 
recommendations from the 

NDDOH and rates of infection. 
Please watch for that 

announcement. 

New Year Dreams 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Pastor 
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Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope everyone had a safe and joyous holiday. I would like to wish you 
and your family, health, happiness, and prosperity in the new year.  

As we take a reflective look at this past year. It was a very emotional year. It seems that everyone had to make a sacrifice. 
We remember the 2020 year as the year we streamed our church service while it was being held outdoors and indoors. We 
endured the 50-degree outdoor temperature as we sat in coats through the month of October. I do have to admit, I did 
enjoy the outdoor service. Everyone was required to wear a face mask. Singing was deemed not safe during our in-door 
service.  

I would also like to thank Pastor Gretchen. Shifting from indoor to outdoor service while streaming created a lot of extra 
work. It was a blessing to have her technology skills. I would like to thank the many volunteers who assisted Pastor 
Gretchen. These are the technology and music experts. The volunteers who past the Peace of Christ and the many 
readers. I would like to thank our congregation members for their support during this tumultuous time.  

As we prepare for the new church year. Let’s pray that this year will be more normal. The Church Council will meet again 
January 11 to discuss if we should start our indoor service. We will continue to stream our services.  

Getting through the Holiday Season and the winter month can be difficult. Please reach out to the church if you need of 
assistance.  

Take care & God Bless!  

Council Corner 
by Mike Stein, Moderator  

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that 
God is love and all are welcome to freely 
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our 
church family – which is the loving family we all 
deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and 
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to 
all – in our church, community, and world, 
seeking opportunities to put our faith into 
action with courage to go beyond what we 
think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 

“Where we embrace the still-speaking God 
and live in today’s world.” 

 

We certainly have kept the church contemporary this year as 
we shifted our ways of worshiping and learning alongside the 
pandemic.  In December, we partnered with many other 
churches and organizations in responding to the rising rates of 
infection by moving our worship services, including Christmas 
Eve, online only.  This provided us the opportunity to truly 
worship alongside other members and UCC churches across 
the nation!  It certainly was a Christmas for the history books. 
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Deacon’s Greetings 

      by Harold Karch, Deacon’s Chair 

We hope this newsletter finds you in good health during this challenging 
time. Please try to stay connected with your church community and each 
other, and reach out to the church if you need spiritual help. 

Jack's Food Pantry is continuing to serve those in need in the Bismarck-
Mandan area. The food we bring to the church is taken to the "Adopt-a-
Block" program for distribution. Per Adopt-a-Block, “In November, the 
program was able to collect and redistribute 100,444 pounds of groceries 
to area households!  This is all done thru the work of volunteers and 
donations with NO government funding. We are totally amazed and 
grateful at what God is doing in this ministry.” Let’s take pride in our 
generous giving of food, to carry on this very important part of Gods work 
in our area. 

The board of Deacons hopes that the CONNECTOR calls you receive are a 
source of comfort and hope to you. Please feel free to ask questions and 
make suggestions when you are called. 

We hope you were able to enjoy the online Christmas Eve service with 
family and friends. 

Gods Blessings to you all, from your Board of Deacons; 

Carol Baber, Sandra Domagala, Harold Karch,  
Darlene Kinnischtzke, Loren Knoll, Murrae Kramer, 
 and James Mandigo 

Special Offering 

Annual Meeting  
January 31, 2021 at 11:00 AM 
Please mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021. 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, it will be held on Zoom after the Sunday 
service. Please use this link to attend:  https://zoom.us/j/91335725339. If 
you are unable to attend via Zoom, please contact the church office for 
other options on how to join the meeting. 
 

Please RSVP by January 22, 2021 either 
by email at office@uccbismarck.org  
or by calling us Monday - Friday from  
9 AM - 1 PM at 701-223-2915. It is  
important for us to know who is  
attending so that we have a quorum 
the day of the meeting. 

The 2020 Annual Report will be sent out via email 
in mid-January or available for pickup from the church office starting the 
week of Jan. 17, 2021. 

Upper Room Devotional 
Did you know we have monthly 
devotional booklets available in 
regular and large print? Pick up 
your Upper Room devotional at 
the front desk. A donation box 
near the devotionals helps us 
continue to offer 
devotionals to those who 
travel and shut-ins. 

East Timor Education Fund $  1,362               
Charles Hall Youth Services $     694 
Our Church’s Wider Mission $  8,065 
One Great Hour of Sharing $     315 
Strengthen the Church  $       50 
Neighbors in Need   $     245 
The Christmas Fund  $       50 
Total Shared Ministry  $10,781 
 
 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2020 

January 1 to December 31, 2020 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual    $  135,549 
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual    $     11,534 
 

Expenses 
Actual    $ 142,565 
 

Total Revenue   $ 147,083 
Total Expenses   $ 142,565 
NET ACTIVITY   $     4,518 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/91335725339&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1608396743983000&usg=AOvVaw3Xp7kWIA90j8xQTy3ON8z-
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24   Dawn Archer 
26   Shawn LaVillie 
27   Herbert C. Ritz 
27   Sheila Schmidt 
28   Dan Domagala 
28   Eunice Toman 
29   Darcy Avery 

08   Diane Heidrich 
09   Casey Devos 
11   Carol Prince 
16   Dave Archer 
18   Ross Tolstedt 
20  Jeanne Kolberg 
21  Jeff Benson 
 

Happy Birthday to our beloved members and friends! 
May God’s gift of life be a blessing to you and may your life be a blessing to others all year long. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                              
If we are missing your birthday and you would like to be on our birthday list, please contact the church office at 701-223-
2915. 

*Please contact the church office or sign up in the narthex if you would like your birthday listed in the newsletter. 

Thank You for Your Generosity! 

        by Marcia Lerberg, Stewardship & Mission Committee 

Someone once told me that a simple act of kindness makes a normal day extraordinary. I think that 
statement can easily be reworded to say that a simple act of generosity makes a normal budget year 
extraordinary. It was the many acts of generosity shown by our church members and church friends that 
helped our church as it worked toward meeting its budget goals. The Stewardship and Mission Committee is 
thankful for each of those acts of generosity. 

Thank you to those who made pledges in 2020. Your offerings helped to pay for many things which helped 
to have worship, Christian education and outreach programs in a building that was safe and maintained.  

Thank you to those who participated in Sponsor a Sunday. Your contributions to this special offering helped 
to bolster the 2020 budget needs. The Sunday chosen served as a time to remember a special birthday, 
anniversary, event or person.  

Thank you to those who participated in the national 5-for-5 special offerings. Your offerings helped One 
Great Hour of Sharing, a Lenten offering which supports disaster, refugee and development activities. Your 
offerings helped Strengthen the Church, a Pentecost offering to support youth ministries and leaders for 
new churches. It also provides support for new initiatives in existing churches. Your offerings helped in 
October with an offering for Neighbors in Need which supports ministers of justice, advocacy and 
compassion, including Council for American Indian Ministries. Your offerings helped in December with an 
offering for the Christmas Fund to provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income 
retired clergy and emergency assistance to clergy families in need. And finally, your offerings helped Our 
Church’s Wider Mission, which gives support to conferences and national ministries of the UCC.  

Thank you to those who participated in last fall’s silent auction to benefit Charles Hall Youth and Family 
Services. It was with sadness that we learned of CHYFS’s closing residential services, but it was with gladness 
that we were able to help CHYFS in its transition time.  

Thank you to those who participated in the Banquet. Your planning, preparation and volunteer work was 
appreciated not only by your church, but also by your community.  

Thank you to every member of this church who uses his or her resources, whether time, talent, or money, to 
help our church. We appreciate your continued and faithful support in so many ways as our church strives to 
minister to others.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to do things in different ways, including serving our neighbors and 
our community. Your simple acts of generosity contributed in a big way to the work of our committee and 
advancing the five mission areas of the United Church of Christ. For this, we say “Thank you and God bless!” 
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Note from Camille Grothier 
                                                                                December 2, 2020 
I am sitting in my recliner watching the news at this moment.  The 
current item being discussed or, rather, explained, is the COVID-19 
Vaccine distribution.  At this time, it is expected our heroic front-line 
workers dealing directly with COVID-19 patients will be able to be 
immunized within the next two weeks.  It almost seems like a 
miracle……. well, actually……….it IS a miracle.  One of the many 
experts who was interviewed recently shared that eight YEARS is fast to 
develop a vaccine and that eight months is EXTRAordinary.  It is 
unfortunate that many people will miss the point-EMMANUEL (God 
IS WITH US).  We often think of this faith statement during the 
Christmas season only with visuals reminding us often-the Christmas 
trees, the ornaments-some with beautiful memories attached, the 
Salvation Army kettles, the presents, and, of course, the Nativity sets to 
remember the wonder of Jesus in our lives.  The point is when COVID-
19 first hit and no one understood the deadly consequences we would 
soon experience, God was with us and was in the minds, the hearts, and 
the hands of those who have worked feverishly to make the miracle of a 
vaccine a reality (EMMANUEL).  I am grateful for the dedication of 
those who put their lives and the lives of their families in danger every 
day by caring for those infected (EMMANUEL), for those who work 
tirelessly to keep us informed and recommend actions to take to stay 
safe like our own Kirby Kruger and his staff (EMMANUEL), for our 
own Pastor Gretchen who has worked so creatively keeping our church 
family connected and serve us so beautifully (EMMANUEL).  But most 
of all, I am grateful for a loving God who surrounds us with the sure 
knowledge of God’s PEACE-filled presence.  God Bless us EVERY 
one!!! 

Now everyone repeat after me…I promise, when the vaccine is available 
to the rest of us, to let Camille be first in line.  Amen. 

 

   Ministry & 
Fellowship Groups 

MLK Holiday Commission Update 
by Bill Patrie, MLK Holiday Commission 

The Martin Luther King Holiday Commission has decided not to 
sponsor an in-person event in 2021.  The Commission is planning to 
host discussions on the potential for a Northern Great Plains Native 
People Civil Rights Study Tour at some future date.  The study tour is 
just now being discussed; however, the objectives of the tour include a 
transformational learning experience for high school, college, and faith 
leaders.  History, religion and political science instructors, as well as 
political and faith leaders would also be included as potential 
participants.  The Bismarck-Mandan Area United Church of Christ has 
played a significant role in the Martin Luther King Holiday celebration 
sponsoring the first in a series of celebrations at the UCC in January of 
2011.  Questions, comments and ideas can be shared with the 
commission chair, Bill Patrie. 

 

   UCC Choir 
– Craig DeVos, Choir Director 
 

Due to the ongoing virus, we are 
looking for pianists, organists and string 
instrument players for our service or 
musicians to record music for our 
prerecorded services. 

 

   Mayflower Circle 
This women’s fellowship group meets 
every second Thursday of the month 
(September – May) at noon. Mayflower 
Circle leads various ministries 
throughout the year including funeral 
luncheons, annual rummage sale, 
numerous fundraisers, and others. The 
next meeting is January 14 at noon. 
Contact Dawn Archer for more 
information. 

 

   Knitting Group & 
 Threads of Love 
Knit, purl, tell stories, and have a great 
time with this group of knitters. Bring 
your own project or knit a prayer shawl 
to be blessed and gifted to another. 
Experience or even participation 
sewing, quilting, crocheting, knitting 
are NOT required—we LOVE to 
fellowship with any and all. Hope to see 
you soon! This group will meet on 
January 12 & 26 at 2pm. 

 

   Primrose Worship Team 
Have a passion for serving those in care 
centers?  This team preaches and leads 
worship services at Primrose 
Retirement Community on College Dr 
at 2:00pm on various Wednesdays 
throughout the year. Talk with Darcy 
Avery with interest in joining this group 
of worship leaders. 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent questions is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” 
           Martin Luther King Jr. 

 



UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BISMARCK, ND | JANUARY 2021        6 

  

 

Three Kings Day Trivia 

1. What is another name for Three Kings Day? 
2. What is the name the three kings are called in 

the Christmas story? 
3. Did the kings use a map to find baby Jesus? 
4. If they had no map, what did they use to 

guide them to the manger? 
5. What gifts did the kings bring baby Jesus? 
6. What treat is often eaten in many parts of 

the world to celebrate Three Kings Day? 

Youth News 

We will continue with our Faith-at-Home packets 
each month through May due to the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic. We will deliver packets each month, 
unless other arrangements have been made. We 
invite families to share any ideas they may have to 
make the experience as friendly as possible 

Faith-at-Home 

A great way to celebrate this special day in our 
country is to look at what Martin Luther King Jr. 
stood for in a way kids can understand…make a 
craft, color a picture, read books, or with older 
children watch age-appropriate movies on social 
justice. 

Here a are just a few talking/writing prompts to start 
the conversations and projects: 

• I Have a Dream… 

• Martin Luther King Jr. was… 

• I Can be Kind by… 

• MLK Changed America By… 

• How Can I Create Positive Change… 
 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 18, 2021 

Primrose Ministries News 
                   by Darcy Avery, Primrose Ministries Coordinator 

December 2nd and 30th, Marcia Lerberg held 
services for our Primrose members.  Communion was 
served with resident Virginia Luger officiating.  The 
residents enjoy singing all the carols and were so 
thrilled to have Christmas carols available.  Lilian 
Wilson made a tape of Christmas readings which we 
plan to share on the 30th. Thank you, Lilian, for your 
beautiful talent. The January Upper Rooms will be 
given to our residents from the church.  Thank you. 

We are preparing for the upcoming year at Primrose. 
Activity director, Linda Miller, agreed to our schedule 
of first and fifth Wednesdays of each month.  Dale 
Carmen requested to serve on February 17th for Ash 
Wednesday as well.  Marcia Lerberg, Dale Carmen 
and Ken Trana are lined up to provide services.  I will 
continue as pianist and fill in when needed.   We have 
a spot for YOU if you enjoy seniors and sharing 
scripture and message. Please let one of us know if 
you would like to become part of the Primrose team.   

Happy New Year.  I hope the new year will bring 
health and wellness and physical connection for all of 
us. 

 

Sponsor a Sunday 
Sponsor a Sunday is a great way to honor or remember a 
loved one, celebrate birthdays or other special events in  
the new year all while helping our congregation meet its 
budgetary needs during these unusual operating times. 

We encourage you to  
check your calendars  
and find the special  
event you would like 
to celebrate, or the  
birthday of that special 
loved one you would like 
to honor and reach 
out to us to reserve that  
date in the new year. 

 

Answers:  1.  Epiphany  2.  Wise Men  3.  No  4.  A Star  5. frankincense, 
gold, and myrrh  6.  King Cake 
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  Dear Church Family: 
 

Please accept our deepest thanks for your recent significant support of  
Charles Hall Youth and Family Services with the proceeds from October’s  
Silent Auction.   
 

As you know, the pandemic has taken its toll of our agency’s residential treatment program.  We, like so 
many other small businesses and families, have had to face unbelievable challenges and uncertainty for the 
last nine months.  However, our faith remains strong that God will guide us in our decision-making processes 
during the weeks ahead, along with our board of directors and Charles Hall Foundation board members.  We, 
too, are in discussion with the national UCC office and staff at the Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries (CHHSM) to look at opportunities for new mission direction while keeping the Charles Hall legacy 
alive.   
 

Although our residential treatment program has ended, our agency will continue to operate with limited staff 
as we review potential new program options that could meet underserved needs in our community, region, or 
within the Midwest.  Charitable gifts still are being accepted as we fulfill financial obligations for incurred 
program costs, vendors, and staff.  Please do not hesitate to give us a call if you would like to speak with us 
during this time of transition and as we look to a new future.   
 

As our world continues to cope with this 100-year pandemic, our thoughts and prayers are with you.  It is our 
sincere hope that you are in good health during these trying times.  As our nation navigates the uncertainties 
and unprecedented situations created by the global crisis, change emerges as a recurring theme.   
 

Thank you for being a part of the 55-year legacy of this phenomenal organization, its committed and faithful 
staff and volunteers, and the children and families served.  Our congregation’s faithful support for almost six 
decades means so very much.  We value each of you, your friendships, and your financial commitments to our 
agency’s mission work.  Lives have been touched and changed over these many years – not only those of the 
children, but also those of their families, our staff teams, board members, mentors and agency volunteers.   
 

May the New Year fill each of us with renewed hope, discernment, and God’s grace to carry on.   
 

Blessings now and always! 
 

Gayle Klopp and Gayla Sherman, Co-Executive Directors 
Charles Hall Youth and Family Services  www.charleshallnd.org  

Friday Morning Bible Study 
This dedicated group meets every 
Friday at 8:30 AM on Zoom for Bible 
study and fellowship. All are welcome. 
 

Confirmation 
Meets monthly on a Sunday afternoon 
outside for lessons and takes part in 
spiritual practices throughout the year. 
 

Have an idea for a class? Contact 
Pastor Gretchen (223-2915) or 
Christian Ed. 
 

Ongoing Classes Transform Lives with Education 
                                                       by Andrea Crannell, Christian Education 
 
Faith-at-Home format will continue through the end of May.  

We are looking for new members for Christian Education in 2021! 
What does Christian Education do?? As a team, we plan 
educational programming for kids up to adults. This includes 
Sunday School (Faith-at-Home currently), Confirmation, Adult 
Studies, Vacation Bible School, and any other fun events we come 
up with! If you are interested in joining a fun group or just getting 
more involved in the church, please contact Pastor Gretchen. 

 

http://www.charleshallnd.org/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  
 
 
  
 

   
 

 1 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

 

2 

3 

Worship 10am 

(online only) 

Fellowship 11am 

 

 

4 
 

5 
               
 

6 
Mid-Week Worship 6pm 
 

7 
Stewardship 6:00 pm 

8 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

 

9 
 

10 
Worship 10am 

(online only) 

Fellowship 11am 

 
 
 

11 
Council 5:30 pm 

12 
Quilting/Knitting 2pm 

13 
Mid-Week Worship 6pm 

14 
Mayflower Circle 12pm 

15 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

16 

 

17 
Worship 10am 

Fellowship 11am 

 

Confirmation 2pm 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
Trustees 5:30pm 

20 
Mid-Week Worship 6pm 

21 
 

22 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

 

23 

 

24 
Worship 10am 

Fellowship 11am 

 

31 

Worship 10am 

Annual Meeting 11am 

25 
 

26 
Quilting/Knitting 2pm 

27 
Mid-Week Worship 6pm 

28 29 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

30 

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“A Global Ministry Church” 

www.uccbismarck.org 

Rev. Deeg on vacation thru Jan. 10. For pastoral care emergencies, please contact Camille Grothier at 701-425-4256. 

Office Closed  

Watch for an update 
from Council 

regarding in-person 
worship option. 

 
This year’s Annual Meeting is Jan. 31 at 11am on ZOOM! 
Please RSVP to office@uccbismarck.org or 701-223-2915 


