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United Church of Christ 

& Potluck 

Bismarck-Mandan Area 

July 20 at 5:30 PM 

Evan & Tove Mandigo’s  
2489 Timberlane Place, Bis 

Bring a side dish to share 
and chairs for your family! 

Returning to the Earth 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Senior Pastor 

In the beginning, God created the world, took mud from the ground, and 
formed humankind.  In Hebrew, the scriptures say that God formed “adam” 
from the dirt.  “Adam” is not a name, it is not man nor woman, it literally 
means “humankind” and it is related to the word “adamah” which means 
ground/dirt/soil.  The closest equivalent we have to this in English is the 
relationship between “human” and “humus” (ground/earth in Latin) or 
“earthling” and “earth.”  Our creation story tells us that not only are we 
intimately tied to the earth, but that dirt/soil/earth is absolutely essential to 
our existence. 
 

In our culture today, we often buffer ourselves from the earth.  We work, 
live, and play inside buildings.  We stand on floors built to separate us from 
the ground.  Even when we walk outside, we walk more often on sidewalks 
than on “adamah.”  This has an impact on our spiritual lives.  “Adam”/ 
humankind was created from the dirt of the earth.  Regular contact with 
the ground is required for healthy spiritual development.  People of faith 
have experienced this since the stories of creation were first told.  Scientists 
and medical studies have added additional evidence that spending time in 
nature can reduce stress, anxiety, and blood pressure and increase our 
overall physical and mental health.  Engaging spiritual practices and 
worshiping in nature has been an integral part of healthy spirituality since 
the moment of our creation. 
 

This summer, we are invited to worship with our feet on the soil from which 
we were created and in the unpredictable flow of the air which first gave us 
life.  Last summer, we worshiped outside because the pandemic forced us 
to.  This summer, we worship outside because regular reminders to stay 
grounded in that which first gave us life is something we all need. 
 

In July, we will worship outdoors on the last Sunday of the month.  If you 
come to outdoor worship and forget to bring a lawn chair, know that we 
have plenty of chairs ready for you to borrow.  If you’ve never worshiped 
outside, take a risk and let your soul be fed by God’s creation. 

Sunday Worship at 10 AM (in-person & online)   |   Wednesday Worship at 6 PM (online) 

 
 

Summer Worship 
in the sanctuary & in God’s creation! 

Inside Worship 
July 4, 11, and 18 

 

Outside Worship 
July 25 

 

Our Friday e-news will give you 
advance notice if there are changes 

because of weather. 

July 29 
Serve at the Banquet at 

Trinity (see page 5) 
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Council Corner 
by Mike Stein, Moderator  

Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that 
God is love and all are welcome to freely 
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our 
church family – which is the loving family we all 
deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and 
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to 
all – in our church, community, and world, 
seeking opportunities to put our faith into 
action with courage to go beyond what we 
think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 

Hello Everyone, 

It is a nice feeling to see our church open again. It is great to see familiar faces – faces that we haven’t seen in a year. 
One positive item I believe we will see from the year of separation is the appreciation for each other. This appreciation 
grew stronger because of this separation. The strength of our church is the fellowship and the feelings we have for each 
other. 

I would like to see a Sunday of celebration. A Sunday where we fill the church with our parishioners. A Sunday where we 
can enjoy the fellowship. The fellowship that keeps the church strong. A Sunday of celebration where we can see the 
faces we haven’t seen in a year.  

One celebration item we will be discussing is the Block Party. We are still looking for planning team members. Being 
part of this group, or any group within the church, is a good way to strengthen your fellowship.  We are looking at 
tentative dates around the middle to the end of August or the beginning of September.  

We are approaching the mid-point of 2021. The financials through the end of May look positive despite the financial 
constraints the pandemic placed on institutions this past year. We finished the 2020 year in the black. We will continue 
to monitor the financials now that we are open to more in-person events. 

Continue to enjoy the summer! Pray for rain! Hopefully I will see your familiar face in church on Sunday.  

Take care & God bless! 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 

“Where children, youth, and adults learn that God is love 
and all are welcome to freely explore spirituality in a safe 
and nurturing environment.” 
 

What you haven’t gotten to take part in recently are 
BAPTISMS!  This spring and summer, we are celebrating the 
baptisms of many new babies. Unfortunately, due to Covid, 
most of these baptisms are being done as private family 
ceremonies. However, the promises that we love and support 
them throughout life’s journey remain the same. 
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Thank You for Sponsoring a Sunday! 
June 13 – In memory of Roxann Sauter 

Roxann died on July 4, 2019. John and 
Gretchen especially remembered her 
this past month as they gathered with 
family to celebrate Christmas in June, 
a tradition which Roxann started in 
John’s family. 

Sponsored by John Sauter & Gretchen Deeg  
John has co-led Bible Study classes and assisted with 
recording during the pandemic. Pastor Gretchen has 
served Bismarck UCC as pastor since 2013. 

 
     June 27 – In memory of Marvin Diede 

Marvin and Dee were active members of the 
United Church of Christ during their time in 
Bismarck. Marvin died on May 13, 2021 in Arizona. 

      Sponsored by his family 
      Marvin’s children have fond memories of Bismarck UCC and     
      we were blessed to have them join us for worship recently  
      while in town. 

 
 
It’s easy to Sponsor a Sunday.  Visit www.uccbismarck.org/donate or contact 
the church office to get started. At the time of this writing, July 18 and all Sundays 
in August are available for sponsorship. Sponsorships are $500 and offset the 
expenses for a Sunday worship service. 
 

Memorial Plaques are another option. 
Our memorial board in the fellowship hall is a wonderful way to remember those 
beloved family and church members that have gone before us. 

Note from Opal Jean Horton Carlson Family: 

Our parents, Leland J. Horton and Opal Jean Horton Carlson, were 
founding members of the Congregational Christian Church that later 
became the United Church of Christ. We, as children growing up in the 
church have many fond memories of the relationships and events that 
touched our lives. We were there at the breaking of the ground for the 
new building and continued to participate in many activities over the 
years. 

Our mother remained a member of the church after the death of her 
husband Leland, married a second time in the church, remaining a 
member after the death of her second husband and move to Las Vegas. 
We feel it appropriate to remember the church that meant so much to 
her in a memorial gift of $2,500 for the purchase of a plaque to be 
placed in the church in her name. 

Sincerely, Richard L. Horton (son) & Sharon E Lopez (daughter) 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2021 

January 1 to May 31, 2021 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $ 66,686  
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $   2,243 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $ 61,222 
 

Total Revenue = $  68,929 
Total Expenses = $  61,222 
NET ACTIVITY = $    7,707 

East Timor Education Fund        $        50 
Charles Hall Youth Services        $      100 
Our Church’s Wider Mission      $   1,180 
One Great Hour of Sharing         $  1,118 
Strengthen the Church              $      706 
Neighbors in Need               $         
The Christmas Fund              $  
Total Shared Ministry               $  3,154 
 
 

Register Today! 

Do you want to attend the 
entire national gathering? 

$100 Registration Fee 

Just want to attend worship 
and see what General Synod 

is all about? 

Registration is FREE 

www.generalsynod.org 

 

http://www.uccbismarck.org/donate
http://www.generalsynod.org/
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13  Lee Jackson 
15  Brice Schemmel 
15  Mason Kleinjan 
16  Leah Stockert 
19  Bailey Jackson 
28  Darlene Kinnischtzke 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

06   Jeff Avery   
06  Helen Lindgren 
06  Travis Tolstedt 
08  Petrea Klein 
09  Liz Held 
10  Jovi Holzworth 
 

Building a Home 

Donate the following household 
items for one of our families 
setting up a new apartment.  Due 
to an allergy, the family cannot 
use items from a home with cats. 

• Loveseat 

• Vacuum 

• Full Sized Sheet Set 

If you have an item to donate, 
please contact the church office. 

Friday Morning Bible Study 
This dedicated group meets every 
Friday at 8:30 AM for Bible Study and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 

Confirmation – Summer Service! 
On June 21 at 10am, all confirmands 
and youth grades 7 are invited to take 
part in this month’s service project at 
Ministry on the Margins! 

Ongoing Classes 

Beginnings of Primrose Ministry 
by Revs. Ken Trana & Dale Carmen, UCC clergy & Primrose Ministers 

A few years ago, one of our few remaining aunts became a resident of 
Primrose, a senior living facility a short distance north of our church 
‘sacred space.’ She often told us they had sporadic Protestant worship 
services and ended with, “Why don’t you do something!” 

In our generational and cultural background, when an elder (and our 
Godmother no less!) made a request the words can’t and won’t were 
not acceptable. Throughout the next year administrators were 
petitioned, Pastor Gretchen was brought in, our Boards approved, 
volunteers were sought and found, the congregation commissioned us; 
and we went out two by two (Mark 6:7) to Primrose to lead worship on a 
regular basis. 

Now, it is Darcy Avery who holds us together as our faithful pianist, 
communion steward, schedule-maker, and spiritual glue. 

What is the response from the residents? We sense they are inspired by 
our faithfulness to gather with them to worship, whether there  
are ten people or two, COVID restrictions or not, or even workers filing 
at their desks and listening in. 

Many and beautiful 
are the ways of God  
working through all  
of us. 

 

Do you love seeing birthdays listed in the newsletter? Are we missing yours or someone else 
special to you? If so, please contact the office at 701-223-2915 or email us at office@uccbismarck.org. 
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UCC to Serve: The Banquet 
by Marcia Patrie 

 

On July 29th we will have an opportunity to show our community the love which this church has for all people 
by being a part of The Banquet, a food ministry for people in the Bismarck/Mandan area.  The Banquet says all 
are welcome – whatever your reason for joining with others for a meal, you are welcome.  What a good place 
for us to serve. As our opening song says, “No matter who, no matter what, you are welcome in this place.”  
 

Their website says the following: The Banquet is a multi-generational, family-friendly ministry that feeds the 
body, mind, and soul. We seek to provide a place where all are welcome to share and enjoy a free meal 
together. We are geared toward serving: 
 

• Low-income individuals and families 

• Senior citizens 

• Single parents and their children 

• Hurting and broken people 

• The homeless 

• Those seeking fellowship 

• All are welcome. 
 

The Banquet endeavors to work with local churches and organizations to serve 
people of all denominations and all walks of life. 
 

The United Church of Christ has been a part of this outreach to the  
community since its beginning back in 2005.  We have always had people who  
felt blessed to serve and do so with a smile and with love for the people we are 
lucky to intersect with in this ministry.  We hope you can set aside some time on  
July 29th to be a part of this with others from our congregation. We will need  
around 30 volunteers on that Thursday as well as some to help the day before  
as we do some prep work at the church. Look for the sign-up sheet in the foyer 
or contact the church office for volunteer openings. 
 

The menu has not been finalized yet, but we know there are vegetables, a meat, and of course, dessert to be 
prepared.  There is a job for all ages and you also get to eat with others and get to know them.  Come and be 
blessed. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who assisted with our booth, and to all of you 
who came out to support Capital Pride 2021. 
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Our youth decided that “Ice Cream and Service” should 
be the focus of this summer!  In June, we vacuumed and 
dusted donated furniture in the soon to be new office 
space of Ministry on the Margins… and ate ice cream 
(mint chocolate chip and vanilla were the favorites).  In 
the months to come, we hope to serve at Heaven’s 
Helpers Soup Café and the Central Dakota Humane 
Society.  

All youth entering 7th grade and up are invited to join us 
for service projects and Confirmation!  Service projects 
are held monthly in the summer and Confirmation 
classes start up again in the fall.  Our Confirmation 
program is 2 years in length, but as one of our 
Confirmands asked… can I keep coming even after I’m 
confirmed?  Certainly!  Our faith journeys never stop. 

Contact Pastor Gretchen to join a 
service project or confirmation. 

Youth News 

Who is my neighbor? 
• Our friends at Bismarck UCC 
• The people down the street at 

Lutheran Church of the Cross 
• People who we grew up with 
• New and old neighbors who 

moved here from other 
countries 

• And EVERYONE all around the 
world! 

Our kids had a great time tasting 
foods from around the world, making 
garden pots for Primrose residents, 
and playing games with our local 
neighbors. 

Youth 
Service 
Projects 

Vacation Bible School 
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Scheer Family 
Scott, Maria, 
Adler & Zander 
 

We have been lucky to have a few big highlights this last year. We 
all survived COVID with only one of us getting really sick. We were 
lucky to have been considered essential workers, not getting laid 
off or let go from jobs. Zander graduated from high school this 
year and is looking to the future. We have overcome a lot of 
challenges with him and Adler, but our faith and friends have 
pulled us through. Adler is doing well and still attending BSC for 
his degree and working hard at Perkin's North as a service leader. 
 

The one thing that sustained us in this last year was being able to 
be together and spend time as a family. We did go to a wedding 
for our niece last summer, and went out of town to see friends. 
We did not let the pandemic hold us back from still having a good 
time. For me it was my faith that the good Lord would pull us all 
through if that was God’s plan. 
 

We have loved the support we have received from the church 
family to get through the past year and a couple before that even. 
The times have been hard and trying, but this family has helped us 
through them all. 

Come be a 
Liturgical Artist! 

This team is responsible for the visual 
enhancements of the church. We follow 
the order of the church colors during the 
year when decorating the sanctuary. Our 
busy seasons are the holiday seasons: Fall, 
Christmas, and Easter. We would love to 
have 3 more team members. Whether you 
enjoy decorating or just like to hang out 
with nice people, please let us know. You 
can contact the church office at 223-2915, 
or one of the team members. We welcome 
you to come and join in the fun! 

Team Members are: Paulette Whitmore, 
Betty Dacar, Julie Dethloff, and Cecilia 
Tolstedt 

Wild and Crazy Stewardship 

by Pamela Clark-Stein, Stewardship & Mission chairperson   
 

Your Stewardship and Mission Committee has been a little “wild and crazy” at the last two committee 
meetings. Not really — but we have been having some great discussions as we brainstorm new ideas and 
inspiration for supporting the mission of our church. Committee member Marcia Lerberg can attest to this as 
she so diligently takes the minutes and does a great job of tracking all the ideas. We’ve come up with quite a 
few that merit more thought, research and collaboration with other committees of the church. I’d like to 
share a couple with you, early on. 
 

One idea is to take the Sponsor a Sunday initiative and ramp it up so more UCC members may participate —
and all at the same time. Our plan is to tie in All Souls Day in October with a special Sponsor a Sunday where 
we all join hearts and hands to come together and sponsor this special Sunday in memory and in honor of 
loved ones. Individuals and families will be invited to contribute any amount they wish. The awesomeness of 
this special Sponsor a Sunday on All Souls Day is that we will doing this together in memory of our loved 
ones! 
 

Another idea the committee is kicking around: a very fun and first-time SOUPer Bowl Sunday for the 
beginning of next year. This event will be a great way to celebrate the work of the UCC and express 
appreciation and gratitude for its members! 

Featured 

Family 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
 
  
 
 
  
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

2 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

3 

 

4 

10am Worship (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

        (in-person) 

12pm Fellowship 

        (online) 

5 
 

6 
 
2pm Knitting/Quilting 
         (in-person) 

7 
 
 
6 pm Mid-Week Worship 
         (online) 

8 
12pm Mayflower Circle 
 
6pm Council (in-person) 

9 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

10 

11 
10am Worship (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

        (in-person) 

12pm Fellowship 

        (online) 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 14 
 
 
6 pm Mid-Week Worship 
         (online) 

15 
 

16 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

17 

 

18 
10am Worship (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

        (in-person) 

12pm Fellowship 

        (online) 

 
 

19 
 

20 
2pm Knitting/Quilting 
      (in-person) 
 

Summer Fun: 
5:30pm Pool Party & 

Potluck 
 

21 
 
 
6 pm Mid-Week Worship 
         (online) 

22 
 
5:30pm Christian Ed 
    (in-person) 
6pm Trustees (in-person) 

23 

8:30am Bible Study  

 
 

 

24 
 

25 
10am Worship (outside) 

11am Fellowship 

        (in-person) 

12pm Fellowship 

        (online) 

 

 

26 27 
 

28 
 
 
6 pm Mid-Week Worship 
         (online) 

29 

Volunteer 
Opportunity: 

 
Banquet @ Trinity 

(see page 5) 

30 
8:30am Bible Study  

 
 

31 

 

 

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“A Global Ministry Church” 

www.uccbismarck.org 

UCC General Synod 33 (National Gathering of the UCC) - Register at www.generalsynod.org 

UCC General Synod 


