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United Church of Christ 
Bismarck-Mandan Area 

Summer Worship 
in the sanctuary & in God’s creation! 

 

Inside Worship 
August 1, 8, 22, and 29 

 

Outside Worship 
August 15 

 

*Watch our Friday e-news for changes 
due to weather. 

Wednesday 
August 18, 2021 

6 PM 
We are back with the added 

twist of a car show and 
honoring of those who went 
above and beyond when the 
pandemic started. Join us at 

6 PM in the Bismarck UCC 
parking lot for a light dinner 

and car show. Dessert will be 
served at Lutheran Church of 

the Cross starting at 7 PM. 

Sunday Worship at 10 AM (in-person & online)   |   Wednesday Worship at 6 PM (online) 

 

Listening for God in Synod 
by Rev. Gretchen Deeg, Senior Pastor 

In July, I spent a week in workshops, worship, and business gatherings 
with other clergy and lay leaders from across the United Church of Christ. 
For the first time ever, General Synod (the bi-annual national gathering 
of the UCC) was held entirely virtual. Now, I know that we are all tired of 
hearing ‘entirely virtual,’ but there were some incredible things that 
could not have happened if this year’s gathering had been only in-person. 
 

General Synod brings together the many unique expressions of our 
shared Christian faith and provides a space where they can be in 
conversation with one another. This year people were able to bring not 
only the words and songs of their home locations to General Synod, but 
they were able to bring their entire homes. The rituals of our Hawaiian 
siblings, the songs of our Hispanic relations, the poetry of our Black kin, 
the words of our Native American relatives all spoken, sung, and shared 
from sacred places scattered across the US. From historic sanctuaries to 
forest groves, God was worshiped and faith lives were expanded. 
 

Being virtual also provided the unexpected benefit of making Synod 
more inclusive to those who are often excluded by life circumstances.  It 
was because we were virtual that people with disabilities who struggle to 
travel long distances were able to fully participate in the learnings and 
events. Individuals without much vacation time were able to add their 
voices by serving as delegates in the evenings after work. People without 
extra funds for travel, hotel, and eating out were able to be fully present. 
This diversity of voices came together to listen for God at work and to 
speak to the Church. Read more about the discernment and 
proclamations made at General Synod at www.generalsynod.org/news  
 

This was the Church at work and this is the United Church of Christ…that 
no matter who, no matter what, even when pandemics throw well-laid 
in-person conference plans and desires up in the air, still we listen for the 
still speaking voice of God. 

http://www.generalsynod.org/news
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“Where children, youth, and adults learn that God is love 
and all are welcome to freely explore spirituality in a safe 
and nurturing environment." 
 

Creating nurturing environments for spiritual growth 
includes having fun together!  And that’s just what we did 
at the UCC Pool Party and Potluck in July.  Laughter, joy, 
and sharing time are one of the wonderful ways we are 
bound together as one community in Christ. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Vision Statement 
Adopted January 2016 

The Bismarck-Mandan UCC 
is a thriving church transforming our 
lives and community: 

• Where all are unconditionally welcomed, 
affirmed, accepted and loved; 

• Where the good in every person is recognized 
and their talents are encouraged to be shared; 

• Where children, youth, and adults learn that 
God is love and all are welcome to freely 
explore spirituality in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

• Where we can bring our personal needs and 
struggles and count on support from our 
church family – which is the loving family we all 
deserve; 

• Where powerful messages inspire and 
challenge us to be caring and compassionate to 
all – in our church, community, and world, 
seeking opportunities to put our faith into 
action with courage to go beyond what we 
think we can do; 

• Where we embrace the still-speaking God and 
live in today’s world. 

Council Corner 
by Mike Stein, Moderator  

Hello Everyone, 

I hope everyone is doing well during these hot summer months. It is hard to believe that we are on the backside of 
summer. The start of the school season is not that far away. 

It is going to be a time of celebration and fellowship! Our summer block party is scheduled for Wednesday, August 18th. 
This will be a joint celebration with Lutheran Church of the Cross. The celebration will start at 6:00 pm. We are adding a 
vintage car show. So, if you have a car, pickup or truck, please bring it to the Block Party! We will be honoring our 
departed neighbors: Doctor Wilson & Reverend Joel Sherer and Adopt -A- Block for their efforts during the pandemic.  
 
We will be organizing a couple of church cleanup days prior to the Block Party. We will be asking for volunteers. There 
are shrubs that need to be pruned and trees that need to be trimmed. Watch your emails or the Sunday Bulletin for 
dates. 
 
When you gather with family and friends, please tell them about our church family. Let them know about the wonderful 
things the UCC church is doing. Please remember to bring a family member or a neighbor to any of the church 
functions. Let them all know that everyone is welcome.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer! Pray for more rain!  
 
Take care & God Bless! 

LIVING OUR VISION HIGHLIGHT 
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Blessed by Sunday Sponsors! 
 

      July 4 – A blessed 4th of July 
       "In honor and in memory of those who have secured  
        our freedom and sacrificed for our country. May we  
        never forget, freedom is not free, God bless  
        America!” 

Sponsored by Darleen Cairns 
Darleen Cairns serves as one of our financial secretaries and helps make 
treats for Sunday morning fellowship times! You probably have tasted 
her famous caramel rolls. 

 

July 11 – Happy 51st Wedding Anniversary Jeff & Darcy!  
Jeff & Darcy met in Medora, ND and still make 
an annual trip back to where their relationship 
first began. Congratulations Jeff & Darcy!! 

Sponsored by Jeff and Darcy Avery 
Jeff is our emeritus Handbell Choir Director and 
Darcy is our Primrose Retirement Community 
worship coordinator, a CONNECTOR, and shares 
her gifts of music during worship.  
   

July 25 – In Memory of Ann Glanville 
After 103 years of life, Ann passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 19, 2020. Her secrets to a 
fulfilling life were “always do the right thing, 
know the limits, everything in moderation, and 
most importantly ‘just live it.’” 

Sponsored by Ann Glanville’s Family 
Ann’s daughter, Nancy Wagner, and grand-daughter,  

Allison Volk, and family have been members of Bismarck UCC for many years. 
Allison currently serves on our Stewardship & Mission Committee and her girls, 
Kenleigh and Linnea, always bring such joy to VBS and children’s activities. 

 

August 1 – In Honor of Grandchildren 
In celebration of my wonderful & amazing 
Grandkids. Nolan completed his Internal 
Medicine Residency and is a doctor in Dickinson. 
Taesha was valedictorian of her high school 
class and begins college at the University of 
Texas ~ Austin this month. Mason continues 
toward his PhD in Neurological Pharmacology 
and Paige is a Charge Nurse. 

Sponsored by Jan Johnson. 
Jan moved to Bismarck to be closer to her daughter, Kris, and Scott 
Kleinjan. The ways she shares her spirituality through her humor and 
love of music is a blessing to us all! 
 
*It’s easy to Sponsor a Sunday by calling the church at 701-223-2915 or 
visiting www.uccbismarck.org/donate. Sponsorships are $500. Aug. 8, 15, 22 
and 29 are currently available for sponsorship. 

 

SUPPORT OF OUR 
MISSION PARTNERS IN 2021 

East Timor Education Fund        $     150 
Charles Hall Youth Services        $     100 
Our Church’s Wider Mission      $  1,450 
One Great Hour of Sharing         $  1,118 
Strengthen the Church              $     706 
Neighbors in Need               $       30 
The Christmas Fund              $ 
Total Shared Ministry               $ 3,554 

We have all been drastically 
rummage-sale deprived to date, but 
not to worry…we’re now ready to roll.  
Help us make this year’s famous 
Mayflower Rummage Sale the 
biggest and bestest of them all (well I 
think bestest should be a word – it 
sounds like best with an attitude).  
The Big Event will be September 19, 
2021 and we will be looking for your 
gently used treasures to be dropped 
off at the church beginning 
September 12.  During that week, we 
will be rolling up our sleeves to display 
your wonderful donations to their 
best advantage. 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

January 1 to June 30, 2021 
 

Revenue 
General Offerings 
Actual =  $ 81,260  
 

Other Income (Dedicated, Earned) 
Actual =  $   2,461 
 

Expenses 
Actual =  $ 75,747 
 

Total Revenue = $ 83,721 
Total Expenses = $ 75,747 
NET ACTIVITY = $   7,974 

http://www.uccbismarck.org/donate
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21 Joshua Crowley 
22 James Mandigo 
24 Gayle Klopp 
28 Shaylee Weil 
28 Cage Akovenko 
29 Gary Stockert 
30 Clara Derby 
30 Sheena Weil 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Our UCC Vision Statement comes 
to life through this ministry.” 

01 Ryan Mandt 
04 Harold Gomke 
09 Adler Scheer 
12 Dana Jahner 
13 Joan Durow 
14 Maria Scheer 
18 Irene Perman 
19Todd Mandt 
20 Kori Schneider 
 
 
 

Kay and Ken Royse 
 

I, Kay, have been a 
member of this church 
since 1973 when I moved 
with my family to 
Bismarck from Forest 
Lake, Minnesota.  Ken, 
originally from Mandan, 
and I were married in 
1979 and raised 3 children.  Our oldest, Dan, is married to 
Shannon and they gave us our first grandchild in October of 
2019, Samantha.  They live in Los Angeles.  Our 2nd son, James, is 
living and working in Taiwan.  He is teaching English to middle 
school children and is in a jazz band.  Our daughter, Suzy and her 
husband, Josh, live in Seattle and are expecting their first child in 
October.  We are so excited!   
 

We recently decided to move to Seattle to be close to our 
daughter and son-in-law, however, we will still be going down to 
LA in the winter.  It was sad to leave Bismarck as we are missing 
our friends and family, but are looking forward to exploring this 
new city. 
 

We wish you all the best and will always consider Bismarck UCC 
to be our home church. 
 

Music, Seniors, & Joy! 
by Darcy Avery, Primrose Ministries Coordinator 

 
My main focus of interest at Primrose is the seniors. It's amazing how 
this community embraces our ministry and us personally. When I was 
asked to be the accompanist, I jumped at the chance. Much of my 
spiritual connection is through music and I enjoy the senior  
population.  The residents love to sing and often comment how the 
music from the Sonshine Song book brings joy to them.  When we 
purchased these books, residents were so impressed with the variety of 
songs. 

 

The ministers – Dale Carmen, Ken Trana, Marcia Lerberg and Camille 
Grothier, have such a warm connection with the Primrose family. 
Several residents enjoy volunteering with scriptures and communion 
service. They love to be involved.  Our UCC Vision Statement 
comes to life through this ministry. 

Featured Family 
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Death & 

New 
Life 

Church 

Birth 

Work 

Holy 
Spirit 

Youth News 

Confirmation: 
Tour of Life 

Who: All youth 7th grade and up 

When: Third Sunday of every month 
2pm – 4pm beginning on Sept. 19, 2021 

Where: Bismarck UCC 

Take a tour through your faith journey from 
beginning to end, deepen spiritual practices, and 
explore what it means to confirm your Christian 
faith. 

Teachers:  Carly Retterath, Dave Baber, and 
Rev. Gretchen Deeg 

United Church 

Caffeine & X-ianity 

is returning! 

Join Pastor Gretchen & Dave Baber at the 

Gifted Bean in the Bismarck Public Library 
every Wednesday from 3:30pm – 4:30pm for 
hot chocolate and conversations about faith 
& life. 

For middle & 
high school youth. 

Starts Sept. 15 
3:30pm – 4:30pm 

We are excited to offer both in-person 
Sunday School and Faith-at-Home 

materials this year and look forward to 
our kick-off on 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

Sunday School for kids age 3 – 6th grade will be 
offered during 10am Worship and Faith-At-Home 
materials will be offered monthly. If you would 
like to receive Faith-at-Home materials, please 
contact the church office at 701-223-2915. 

September 12 
11 AM 

Everyone is invited to join 
us for lunch after worship 

and our first Sunday 
School class of the year! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        
1 

10am Worship &  

      Communion (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

12pm Online  

        Fellowship 

2 3 
 
2pm Quilting/Knitting 
 
5:30pm Council 
               Book Club 

4 
 
6pm Mid-Week Worship  
         (online) 

5 6 
8:30am Bible Study 

7 

 

8 

10am Worship (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

12pm Online  

           Fellowship  

 

9 
 
 

10 
 
6:30pm Deacons 
 
 

11 

Volunteer: 
Youth: Humane Society 
All-Ages: Church Clean-Up 
 
6pm Mid-Week Worship  
         (online) 

12 
 
12pm Mayflower Circle 
 
5:30pm Christian Ed 

13 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

14 

15 
10am Worship (outside) 

11am Fellowship  

12pm Online  

        Fellowship              

 

 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
2pm Quilting/Knitting 

 
6pm Trustees 
 

18 
6pm Mid-Week Worship  
         (online) 
 

6pm Block Party 
 

19 
 
 

20 

8:30am Bible Study 

 

21 

 

22 
10am Worship (inside) 

11am Fellowship 

12pm Online 

           Fellowship  

 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

6pm Mid-Week Worship  
         (online) 

26 
 

27 

8:30am Bible Study  

 

 

 

28 

 

29 
10am Worship (inside) 
Preacher: Rev. Frank Picard 
 

11am Fellowship 

12pm Online 

           Fellowship  

30 
 

31 
 
2pm Quilting/Knitting 

 
 

  
 

 

BISMARCK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“A Global Ministry Church” 

www.uccbismarck.org 

Pastor Gretchen on Vacation Aug. 23— Sept. 8 

If you have a pastoral emergency August 23 through September 8, please contact Camille Grothier at 701-425-4256 


